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ARTICLE I. 


Spectacre ve ta Narure: or, Na- 


ture difplayed, @c. . Vol. Ill. 8yo. 
Page. 458. 


HAVE fet the Title of this Work at full 

Length before my Account of the fecond 
Volume: In the Conclufion of which I promi- 
{ed to dwell longer upon this than I thought that 
merited; and to prefent the Reader with fome 
Extracts out of it more noble and engaging than 
any which that could furnifh me. But before I — 
enter upon this, which is the moft agreeable Part 
of my Task, I fhall sketch out a general Plan of 
the various Subjeéts of this Treatife. 
JANUARY 1736. A The 
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The Converfation in the firft Dialogue of it, 
(N°. XVIII.) is upon Pasture and Meapow 
Grounps. The Chevalier and Prior, who are 
the Speakers, agree, in giving thefe the Prefe- 
rence, above the Vineyard, the Orchard, or the 
mott regular Gardens: “‘ For an extenfive Mea- 
“ dow, fays the Prior, is in Reality the Place 
“ where Nature has fhew’d herfelf moft com- 
€¢ plaifant to Man, and where fhe does at once 
“© exhibit the greateft Beauty and Fecundity.” 
Many Benefits that we reap from it are enumera- 
ted; but the chief of them all is, ** That it does 
“¢ at its own Expence afford Provifion for thofe 
«© Animals, fuch as the Ox and the Horfe, whofe 
“© Service we ftand fo much in need of. Mea- 
“¢ dows require no Labour either to plow or fow 
“‘ them, and only coft us the eafy Pains of ga- 
“¢ thering that Crop which they yield of their 
“© own Accord; their Produce is not of a preca- 
“ rious but certain Value; and of fuch neceflary 
°° Ufe to us, that without it we can hardly allow 
*¢ other Lands to be of any Worth at all.” 

The Management of Meadows is the next Sub- 
je&t of Difcourfe, in which the Ecclefiaftick dif- 
covers a great deal of good Husbandry. He then 
condefcends to Directions for the Breeding of Hor- 
fes and Oxen; and even for ordering the Affairs of 
the Dairy in the making of Butter and different 
Sorts of Cheefes. He calculates the Profits that 
may be made of a Cow or a Sheep; treats of ar- 
tificial Meadows, and Land fown with Lucern and 
St. Foin; computes the Gains that arife from 
Goats, and other Animals both of the Quadruped 
and Winged Kinds; and concludes the Chapter 
with fome Paflages about Bees and Silk-Worms. 

The ¢wo following Dialogues turn altogether 


upon Rivers. After confidering the ae 
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of them, from thcir firft trickling down the Side 
of a Hill, ull with an enlarged Current they dif- 
embogue themfelves into the mighty Ocean, the 
Prior fhews the unfpeakable Benefits we reap by 
them; with the Detail of which, he occafional- 
Jy intermixes feveral ingenious Epifodes, hydro- 
{tatical and hiftorical, proper for the Illuftration 
of his Subject. ‘Towards the Clofe, there is a 
brief Defcription of the Fi/ves they chiefly abound 
with, and fome Account of the different Methods 
and Inftraments which the Angler employs in the 
taking of them. 

The next Dialogue runs upon FouNTAINS: 
And therein our Author, under the Perfon of the 
Prior, difcufies the principal Hypothefes relating 
to’em. And as it was neceflary for clearing up 
of this Matter, to be inftruéted in the Nature, 
Properties and Service of Mountains; this is done 
very copioufly in the adjoining Dialogue, and all 
the Ufes they are of to the Inhabitants of the 
Globe particularly {pecify’d. 

The Sra comes now into View, and fills up 
the enfuing Converfation. It 1s reprefented as it 
appears at Sun-fer, in a Storm, and in a Calm. 
The wonderful Phanomenon of its Tides is 
glanc’d at, and the Advantages of them, and the 
Saltnefs of its Waters, are more largely infifted 
on. The Structure of Ships falls next under Con- 
fideration; and feveral Draughts are exhibited of 
Men of War, Galleys, Veffels of Burthen, and 
Fifhing-Boats. Thefe are figured out in fo many 
different Circumftances, that all the Members, 
Divifions and Apartments of them are rendered 
vifible and obvious. In the Compals of this Ar- 
ticle, there is a fmall Differtation upon the Pipe- 
Worm, that deftructive and hateful Infeét which 
we have heard fo much of lately from Holland; 
A 2 the 






























































8 The Prefent State of Art.1. 


the Calamities incident to Mariners are touch’d 
on; and the Commerce of fome of the moft ce- 
lebrated Emporiums difplay’d. The latter Part 
of this Dialogue is employed in painting out the 
various Inhabitants of the Deep, and the ftrange 
Diverfity of fubmarine Vegetables that are brought 
forth and nourifhed at the Bottom of it. 

The Arr is the Matter of the Dialogue which 
fuccecds the foregoing. All the known Qualities 
of that amazing Fluid are defcanted on, and their 
Effeéts confidered; the Meteors form’d in the 
Regions of it accounted for, and its ineftimable 
Influences in the Growth of Plants, and the Re- 
fpiration, Nutrition and Senfation of Animals are 
fet forth. The great Advantages of its Invifibi- 
lity. are acknowledged; while at the fame time 
its Denfity is fuch as to refraét and refleé& the 
Rays of the Sun, which Affection, on that Ac- 
count alone, is of. infinite Service to us. 

The three laft Dialogues penetrate into the 
Bowels of the Earth, and bring to Light the 
rich Materials repofited there. 'Thefe in general 
are denominated Foss1xs; of which there are 
divers Species here mentioned and defign’d. Firft, 
thofe of an unéiuous Nature; as Sulphur, Bitu- 
men, Petroleum, Naphtha, Jet, Ambergreafe, 
and Amber. Then the Sits, a curious Clafs! of 
which we are taught their geometrick Texture, 
their numerous Ufes, and Methods of managing 
them. The very Clays are not omitted, of which 
there are fo many Sorts, and which are applica- 
ble to fo many valuable Intentions. Our Author 
defcends from thefe into the Quarrie:; where the 
firft Objects we are led to take notice of are the 
Gems and precious Stones which are form’d in 
thofe fubterraneous Receffes. When thefe have 
been furvey’d, our Obferyation is direéted to thofe 
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Produétions of a coarfer Frame, which are far lefs 
efteemed, tho’ they are of unfpeakably greater 
Worth and Importance; fuch as the Free-ftone, 
the Flint, the Pumice, the Lime-ftone, and the 
Marble. An Enquiry is then made into the Ori- 
gin of thefe Bodies, and likewife the Properties 
of them; which introduces the mechanick So- 
lution of Petrification, Eleétricity, &¢. That 
Queftion fo often agitated by the Virtuofi, rela- 
ting to the feveral marine Bodies of all Kinds 
found buried in the Earth, is afterwards difcu(s’d ; 
in the Examination of which Point, there occur 
many ingenious Hiats concerning the Caufe and 
Modus of the Deluge, with the Changes it ef- 
fected throughout the terraqueous Globe. The 
Reader is next entertain’d with the natural Hifto- 
ry of thofe beautiful Shells which adorn the Ca- 
binets of the Curious ; and thofe rare Stones that 
retain the Impreffion of certain animal and vege- 
table Subftances. Laft of all is handled the Bu- 
finefs of Metallurgy. The Iron Works are ex- 
pos’d, and we are fhewn the whole Procefs of 
that moft invaluable Metal. We {ve it turn’d 
into Steel, and are inform’d in the Art of cover- 
ing thin Plates of it over with Tin. We areal- 
fo conducted into the Mines, from whence Gold 
and Silver, thofe neceflary Sources of Evil, are 
extracted. The feveral Methods of refining and 
purifying "em are explain’d; the Standards of 
them are fettled; and the Purpofes they are fub- 
fervient to particulariz’d. ‘Che inferior Minerals 
are confidered in their Turn, and the Dialogues 
conclude with the Vanity of feeking the Philofo- 
pher’s Stone. The laft Pages of them are enliven- 
ed with fome good Digreflions; two of which 
would peculiarly recommend to my Countrymen ; 
as they are (to their Shame) of ai] the opulent 
A.3 and 


































































10 The Prefent State of Art.1. 


and polite Nations of the World, the leaft influ- 
enc’d by the Sentiments therein exprefs’d, or the 
glorious Examples they propofe to our Imitation. 
I can’t forbear giving them a Place in this Arti- 
cle; and mutt for their Sake poftpone the intend- 
ed Differtation upon Fountains. The firft of 
thefe, which I fhall tranfcribe, with only fome 
{mall Alterations in the Stile and Method of it, 
relates to thefe ftupendous Highways which were 
laid by the Romans, and pats’d through all the 
Divifions of their fpacious !’mpire. 

“© There are no Remains of the Magnificence 
“¢ of that People which give us fo vaft an Idea 
© of their Wifdom and Grandeur as thefe do. It 
*¢ was thefe that formerly made their whole Do- 
*° minion feem as it were but one immenfe City, 
“ confifting of fo many long and paved Streets 
* extending from one End of it to the other. 
& The mighty Rome was their Center, from 
€¢ whence they branch’d through all /taly. Se- 
“¢ veral of them croffed the d/ps, the Country 
*© of the Gauls, the Pyrenees, and the whole 
“ Kingdom of Spain. One of them reach’d 
*° from that Metropolis to Lyons, from Lyons to 
©¢ Rheims, and from Rheims to the Channel. The 
“¢ Sea only intercepted it; it began anew on the 
© oppofite Shoar, and continued its Courfe as far 
© as Scotland. Another ftretch’d to Byzantium, 
“¢ where it terminated at the Hellefpont, on the 
** other Side of which it recommenc’d, pafling 
“© from Chalcedon through Afia minor, Syria and 
*© Palefline; then winding through the Jfhmus 
“¢ which joins 4fa and Africa, it travers’d E- 
° gypt as far as Syene, and thence into Ethiopia, 
** There were others which ran along the whole 
6° Meditervancan Coaft of Africa. - 


* In 



























Art.1: the Republickof Letters. 11 


44 
4 
44 
cc 
Las 
.T9 
+34 
4 4 
é¢ 
au 
ce 
4 
ce 
1 
we 
te 
44 
ue 
74 
€¢ 
44 
CC 
4. 
cc 
GC 
CC 
ue 
ae 
ce 
CC 
cc 
CC 
cc 
ce 
cc 
at 


“© In feveral Countries thefe Highways are ftill 


diftinguifhable, and in fome Places whole and 


entire. The pian Way (the Munificence 
of a particular Citizen) which was firft carri- 
ed from Rome to Capua, and from thence af- 
terwards to Brundufium, is ftill in good Con- 
dition, tho’ ithasbeen wearing above nineteen 
hundred Years; and there are Roads in feve- 
ral Parts of France, ot Roman Workmanthip, 
which have lafted upwards of fifteen o: fix- 
teen Centuries ; while thofe of modern Build- 
ing, decay in a very few Years, and need per- 
petual Repairs to preterve them from a {pecdy 
Deftruction. It is to their fingular Strudture 
that the furprizing Solidity and Duration of 
thofe ancient Highways are owing. It is 
worth our while therefore to be intormed of 
the Manner of it. It was thus, Having re- 
folved upon the Dimenfions of the Road and 
the Situation of it, they plowed up two puar- 
rarellel Furrows for the Borders; atter which’ 
the Soldiers, who according to the Roman Po- 
licy were generally employed i in time of Peace 
upon Works of this Nature, dug up and re- 
moved the Earth between them, till they 
came to a hardand firm Bottom. When this 
was done, they fill’d up the Fofs or Bed they 
had hollowed, with a more denfe and ponde- 
rous Matter, as for Inftance, hard Sand or 
Gravel taken out of the Rivers, or dug from 
the Quarry; after this they rammed the whole 
well down, and fmooth’d the Surface with 
heavy Rollers. Nor did they alwaysend their 
Work here, but oftentimes to facilitate the 
eng off of the Water, and to prevent 
Mud or Dirt from foaking in, which 
ade infallibly undermine and loofenall; they 
A 4 ‘© railed 
































































12 The Prefent State of Art. 1. 


“© raifed a Terrafs or Caufey feveral Feet above 
“* the Level of the Plain, confifting of four 
“* Layers of {trong Mafonry. Thus, 

“¢ Over the Foundation of Gravel, which has 
“¢ been defcribed, they fpread a Covering of Ce- 
«¢ ment compofed of Lime and Sand, about the 
“ Thicknefs of an Inch ; upon this the firft of 
“© the four Layers was plac’d, it was formed of 
“¢ Jarge flat Stones laid one upon another, till 
“* they rofe ten inches high, cemented together 
“ with well tempered Mortar ;_ the largeft 
“¢ Stones being always ranged along the Edges 
*° of the Cauley. 

“ The fecond Layer was of cubical, round, 
“¢ or oval figured Stones, befides other irregular 
“S ones, fometimes mixed with Potfherds and 
“¢ Pieces of broken Tiles and Bricks: All thefe 
“¢ were {pread with a Shovel over the firft Coat 
“¢ of Stones, and prefs’d down into the Mortar 
“¢ which cemented them together : This Layer 
“¢ rofe about eight Inches. 

“ The third Stratum was a Foot of Mortar, 
“¢ not made of beaten Tile, for that would have 
“ been too coftly, but of Chalk, Sand, or Haf- 
“ fock mix’d with Lime, as any of them hap- 
<¢ pened to be moft ready. This Layer which 
“¢ was fometimes called the Pudding or Pap, tho’ 
“© more commonly the Nucleus or Kernel, filled 
“¢ up all the Cavities or Interftices of thofe that 
“© were below it, and fettled into a level Coat : 
“¢ The great Difficulty is found in breaking it, 
“¢ wherever it is met with at this Day, proves 
“¢ how firm a Support this was to the upper Co- 
“ vering, efpecially when we confider the ex- 
“ treme Hardnefs of the inferior Stata, with 
6¢ which it is fo firmly incorporated, as to form 
“* one 
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one compaét impenetrable Body, capable of 
fuftaining the greateft Weight imaginable. 
‘© The fourth and laft Layer, which they cal- 
led the Cruft, fometimes confifted of great 
hard Stones cemented together, as we find in 
the Appian Road ; other times of Gravel, or 
fmall Flints mixed with Gravel, as is the Cafe 
in moft of the military Ways. The hardeft 
Stones of all, the Free-ftone, and the larger 
Sorts of Flints, they referved for their Towns. 
It may at firft Sight be fomewhat difficult to 
imagine how they came by the prodigious 
Quantity of little grey Flints with which fome 
of their Roads are all over covered, in Places 
where none of the fame kind are now to be found; 
but if we confider the Induftry and Oecono- 
my of this People, (fo much fuperior to any 
thing we can boaft of, notwithftanding our 
preat Conceitednefs) we fhall eafily account 
or it. 
*¢ The Governors of thofe Provinces, through 
which the Roads were to be laid, enjoined the 
Inhabitants to gather them out of their Vine- 
yards, their Heaths, and plow’d Lands, or on 
the Banks of Rivers and the Sea-fhores, tho’ 
at a great Diftance, and to bring and lay them 
in Heaps, by the Sides of the intended High- 
way, where they were ready for the Work- 
men as they had need of them. * 

*¢ When 


* The Roman Plebians, during the Commonwealth, did 


not value their Labour at fo high a rate as our Vulgardo, who 
have fo many Extravagances to fupport ; nor were they fo 
backward of employing it in the publick Service. They had 
fome Senfe of general Intereft, of the Glory of a State, and 
of Virtue ; which, to fpeak a very difagreeable Truth, our 
Populace have hardly any Spark of. They were not, for all 
their noble and generous Toils, Slaves any more than we, 
who do {9 little to raife the Admiration of our Neighbours, 
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14 Ihe Prefent State of Art. tr. 


“© When thefe were the Materials of the up- 

“¢ permoft Stratum, they were laid fix Inches 
“* deep over the third, and fecured from lofening 
** and 


or to be efteemsd by Polterity ; but they were not czr/ with 
that Liconfe of Idlenefs, Luxury, and Infolence, which we 
are not afhain’d to boaft of as our fpecial Privilege and Feli- 
city. Indeed, when the great Things we have been talking 
of were done, the Magiftrates alfo were of brave Minds, Men 
of Truth and Wifdom, who had no Ambition but that of 
being Patriots, who were emulous of facrificing themfelves 
for their Country, but would have thought it a Difhonour 
far worfe than Death to have betray’d or prey’d upon it. 
They govern’d not for Ambition or a Livelihood, but for 
the Happinefs of the People, which nothing fo effe€tually 
deftroys, as a lazy Licentioufnefs. ‘They exercis’d their 
Power with Diligence and Impartiality, and enfore’d Obedi- 
ence to it by their circum{pect and difinterefted Behaviour, as 
much as by their Authority. Such, in general, were the Ro- 
man People, and fuch were the Rulers of them, when they 
accomplifhed thofe mighty and beneficent Undertakings, 
which fpread their Renown through all the known World, 
and will tranfmit their Fame to the lateft Generations. 

When they degenerated, and became what we of the pre- 
fent Age are; when Juftice, Honour, and Magnanimity 
were in Difgrace, and the great Law of Subordination (that 
effential Bond of a well ordered Society) was trampled under 
Feet ; when So/omon’s Grievance obtain’d, of Beggurs riding 
on Horfeback, and Princes walking on Foot; when the very 
Dregs of the Mob, dcfpifed, evaded, and even defy’d the 
wholefomeft Laws, and infulted the Perfons of their Gover- 
nors, and all this was fuffered for fear of wounding the pub- 
lick Liberty ; the real Liberty of the Publick was quickly 
loit, their ancient Glory vanifhed; every Man’s Aims cen- 
tered in himfelf; the Community was no longer valued or 
taken care of, and no Wonder that it quickly perifhed. We 
hear no more after this of fuch Things as the Appian or 
Claudian Ways, or any thing elfe devoted to the Service of 
Mankind : Private Luxury and Splendor ufurp’d the Place of 
them, Drunkennefs and Debauchery, encouraged by Impu- 
nity, fpread through all the inferior Ranks, and the meaneft 
of them were above labouring for any thing but their own 
particular Pleafure and Gain. 

I have dropt unawares into thefe Reflections, which I 
will purfue no farther, and leave the Reader to make his. own 
Application of them. 
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“¢ and fpreading, by Borders of Earth onthe Sides, 
** that were fometimes ftrengthened and confoli- 
“¢ dated with heavy Stones, which were placed 
“ floping, that the Rain which fell on the Cau- 
“¢ fey might the eafier run off, to prevent its 
*¢ foaking into and thereby loofening the Gravel. 
“¢ By means of this Structure, the Traveller 
*¢ might in all Seafons enjoy the Bencfit of a 
“© hard and dry Road: And if at any time it hap- 
“© pened that this uppermoft Flooring recciv’d 
“ any Hurt by the giving way of the Borders, 
66 as the lower Strata fuffered no Detriment there- 
“ by, the Damage was of little Confequence, 
s¢ and very eafily repaired.” 

After this Hiftory of the Roman Highways, of 
fuch great Magnificence and Conveniency, our 
Author expreffes his Surprize, that we are not 
more forward to imitate them : He wifhes a So- 
ciety might be formed for that noble and benefi- 
cial Purpofe, and carries the Matter fo far as to 
declare, he fhould make it a part of his Religion 
to promote fo ufeful an Eftablifhment. 

Before I quit this Subject, I would obferve, 
that the Remnants of feveral Rowan Highways 
are yet obfervable here in Britain. The induftri- 
ous Dr. Stukely has often traced them in his /¢7- 
nevrarium Curiofum. Speaking of that which 
went thro’ Lincoln, (a great and famous City of 
theirs, honoured with the Title and Privilege of 
a Colony ) he fays, ** Juft defcending Lincoln 
“© Fill, (faw the true Profil of the Road broke 
“© off by the wearing away of the Ground. ’Tis 
*¢ about thirty Foot broad, made of Stone, pil’d 
“ up into an eafy Convexity. here is likewife 
“ generally a little Trench dug in the natural Earth 
“© along both Sides of it, which is of great U/e in 
© conducting the Rain Water that drains from it 
*° upon 
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16 The Prefent State of  Art.12 


“° upon the adjacent Valleys, and prevents it lodg- 
“* ing and flagnating againft the Borders of the 
“ Work.* The Turf that came out of thofe 
“ Trenches they threw upon the Road to cover 
«© it with Grafs. Thus had they all the curious 
“ and commodious Ways for Beauty, Ufe, and 
“© Perpetuity. Page 82.” 

There was fcarcely, I think, any of their 
Highways in this Kingdom, more noted than 
that called Watling-Street. The Do@or makes 
this Remark on it, ** That ’tis the direét Road 
““ to Rome; for take a Ruler, fays he, and lay it 
‘ina Map of Europe from Cheffer thro’ London 
“6 and Dover, and it makes a ftrait Line with 


“¢ that 


* Whether it wascuftomary with the Romans to dig Tren- 
ches on the fides of all their Roads, or whether this piece of 
Contrivance was peculiar to that of Lincoln, can hardly be 
determined from the Doétors Expreffions, which are not 
fufficiently diflinct ; the Term gezera//y would incline one to 
think the former, and yet except that Word, his Stile de- 
notes this Way in particular. J own I have not in the above 
Ttalick Lines exa€tly copied the Original, but here it follows 
literally, that the Reader may not be mifled, if I have mi- 
ftaken the genuine Meaning of it. ‘ There is likewitfe generally 
‘ a littleTrench dug in the natural Earth along both fides of the 
« Road, which is of great Ufe in conduéting the Water that 
‘ falls from the Heavens into the Valleys upon the long fide of 
* the Road both ways, and prevents its lodging and ftagnating 
“ againf? the fide of their Work.’ The Senfe of this laft Period 
is far from being clear; and itis hard to judge from whence 
the Water comes which the Trench is the Condu¢tor of,whe- 
ther from the convex Road,or (perhaps) declining Valleys. The 
Tour of the Words (ill enough put together) and the Omiffi- 
on of a Comma after Heavens, would tempt one toapprehend 
from the latter; but then the Doétor, inftead of comduding, 
had better have faid intercepting. But I think he rather in- 
tended the other, by an Information I received from an inti- 
mate Acquaintance of his and mine, Heury Hiddins, Efq; to 
whom his 2ift Plate is infcribed, concerning the Structure of 
thefe lateral Foffes, viz. That on thofe fides of them furtheft 
from the Road, there were cut, at equal Intervals, fmaller 
Gutters for letting out the Waterson the lower adjacent 
Grounds. 
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“¢ that City; fo the great Founders had this Sa- 
“¢ tisfaction when they travelled upon it, that 
“ they were ever going upon the Line that led 
“© to the imperial Capitol.” Page tos. Now I 
am leaving this Topic, give me leave to reflect, 
that by the Condition thefe ftupendous Founda- 
tions have long been in, we may judge of the 
Roman Grandeur and Merit, compar’d with that 
of the prefent Inhabitants of this flourifhing and 
happy Ifland. , 

I haften to two or three other Paflages,which 
I would likewife tranfcribe, with fome {mall Varia- 
tion from the Stile and Method of this Tranfla- 
tion, and which I am more than ordinarily foli- 
citous to recommend to the Englifh Reader. 
They relate to Sculpture and Statuary, thofe ele- 
gant and ufeful Arts! if apply’d in a manner that 
alone is worthy of their intrinfick Excellency ; 
I fay intrinfick Excellency; for he who fuppofes 
they have none but what depends on the Imagi- 
nation or Gout of this or the other particular Per- 
fon, is little acquainted with them, or the Frame 
of his own Nature. [cannot but take Notice 
with fome Pleafure of the great Conformity of 
Sentiment which happens between the Writer I 
am going to tranfcribe, and the Compiler of Dr. 
Hook's Life, as appears obvioufly by confulting 
his preliminary Epiftle, beginning Page 44, of 
our Republick for laft Fuly. Lam certain the Bi- 
ographer had not at that Time the leaft Know- 
ledge of this Treatife, either in Englifb or in 
French; but [am fure he will have the better O- 
pinion of his own Thoughts, for their exact Co- 
incidence with thofe of this ingenious Author, 
who thus delivers himfelf. 

“© The Ufe and Defign of Sculpture is to do 
“© Honour to the Memory of great Men, and to 
*¢ tran{- 
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tran{mit remarkable Tranfactions and Occurs 
rences down to future Ages. Stones and Me- 
dals are the trueft hiftorical Regifters of the 
World, as they convey to us not only the 
Names and illuftrious Deeds, but the very Fea- 
tures of thebeft and greateft Perfonages of An- 
tiquity, who have left this Stage, whereon 
they made the grandeft Appearance, near two 
thoufand Years ago. To the Benefit of this 
Art, we owe the Satisfaction of beholding and 
converfing, as it were, Face to Face, with 
thofe who were the Ornaments and Bleflings 
of former Times, and of having continually 
in View the moft famous Examples, to lead us 
on in the Paths of Glory and Honour, and to 
incite us to the Performance of virtuous and 
heroick A&tions. ‘This was the original Aim 
of this noble Invention, and what procured it 
fo univerfal a Reception throughout all polite 
Nations.— It was no where employed for thefe 
great and valuable Purpofes more induttri- 
oufly than amongft the Greeks : All their Por- 
tico’s, Walks, and publick Places were crou- 
ded with the Statues of renowned Warriors, 
civil Magiftrates, wife Legiflators, Philofo- 
phers, Painters, Architeéts, Orators, and other 
celebrated Men. As they walked along they 
could point to Draco, Solon or Arifiotle 5 here 
was the Founder of fuch a Seé, there fuch a 
brave Commander: At almoft every Step in 
the Streets or Squares of Athens, they might 
learn a ufeful Leffon in Morality or Hiftory. 
Thus every one became acquainted with the 
moft eminent Perfons and ‘Things of former 
Ages; and the Honours which were thus paid 
to the Memory of thofe who had diftinguifhed 


themfelyes in their feveral Ranks and Stations, 
“¢ were 
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were fo many Motives of Encouragement to 
others to exert themfelves in their refpective 
Occupations and Profeffions, to the utmoft of 
their Abilities. 
“ Nothing is more generally talked and boatt- 
ed of than L'afte ; it would be a much better 
Proof of the Jaftnefs of ours than we are able 
to ihew, if inftead of all the Trumpery of Mi- 
thology and Metamorphofes, we have deriv’d 
from Greece and Rome, and which we fet fo 
high a Value on, ( without confidering they 
are not of the fame Confequence to us as to 
them, whofe vain Religion was fhadowed out 
by them) we followed the Pattern they have 
fet us, ia thofe Inftances only which are of a 
moral Nature, and fuited to our Circumftan- 
ces as well as theirs, as we participate of the 
fame Humanity, and fhould cultivate the fame 
rational Accomplifhments. Let us take up 
the Series where their Degeneracy or De- 
ftruction forced them to defiit, and by conti- 
nuing the Pourtraits of the wife and good that 
have flourifhed in modern Ages down to the 
prefent Day, do for ourfelves what they did 
fortheirs; thatis, make the Arts of Sculpture 
and Statuary fubfervient to a manly Entertain- 
ment, to the Improvement of our Underftand- 
ings, to the ennobling our Minds, and the Re- 
gulation of our Condué&t. What a Fund of 
Inftruction and Delight might we at once reap 
from a f{pacious Portico, where at one Glance 
we might take a Survey of all our moft fa- 
mous Generals ; in another be prefented with 
the Figures of thofe who have been moit con- 
fpicuous in the literary World; ina third with 
the moft ingenious Mechanicks, and fuch as 
have fignaliz’d themfelyes by their Improve- 
2 *¢ ments 
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ments of Arts or Commerce; and, in a word, 
all thofe who have zealoufly promoted the 
Good of their Country by their Courage or 
Learning, by ufeful Difcoveries or indefatiga- 
ble Induftry ? Nor ought we to exclude thofe 
who have adorned other Regions, feeing Vir- 
tue and Knowledge are amiable where-ever 
they were produced or fhone out. If Era/- 
mus, Coffer and Fauftus have deferved well of 
Society in general, their Memories ought to 
be as dear to us as to their own Countrymen, 
and have as good aRight to be honoured with 
Statues at London, as at Mentz, Harleim, and 
Roterdam,; nor is there any one of true Judg- 
ment, who would not be well pleafed to fee in 
our publick Walks, or in the Gardens and 
Galleries of the Curious, inftead of a Mar/yas 
or an Jxion, a Gladiator or a Ganymede, the 
Statue of Huygens next to that of Pa/chal, 
Newton at the Side of Maibranche, Lewis El- 
zevir along with Robert Stephens, and the mag- 
nificent Lord Arundel by Monfieur Colbert. 

“ By thefe means we might quickly contract 
a familiar Acquaintance with Hiftory in gene- 
ral, make our Walks inftruétive as well as a- 
mufing, and become great Scholars without 
having ever learned to read.” 

This is all I flaal] extract at this time from Spe- 


étacle de la Nature; >. to finifh this Article, let 
me throw in an Obfervation of my own. 


Sculpture, Painting, and Architeéture arrived 


to a fovereign Perfection in Greece, where it is 
probable they were firtt introduc’d from Egypt, 
the Parent of Arts and Sciences as well as of Su- 


perftition. The Romans, when they became | 
Mafters of that learned and poliie People, who | 


had fo fortunately nurs’d and raifed them to full 


Maturity, 
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Maturity, tranfplanted them into Jtaly. This 
was a Soil in whieh they retained their native 
Strength and Luftre; but if it may be faid they 
did not degenerate therein, it:may likewife be af- 
firm’d they receiv’d from: it no Improvement. 
They flourifhed indeed under the kindly Influ- 
ences of the beft Emperors, till’ the inhuman 
Goths and Vandals, infenfible of their Charms or 
Dignity, o’erthrew and trampled on them. This 
barbarous Outrage, though it defac’d the lovely 
Scene they fo gracefully adorned, and {ftopp’d 
their Growth. feveral Ages, yet did it not entire- 
ly eradicate them: After a long Interval, the 
great and {plendid Genius of two or three Popes, 
efpecially Leo the Xth, retrieved fome of the ri- 
peft-Fruits, which had been buried, but not cor- 
rupted in the Earth, and extraéted thence the 
Seeds of a new and noble Crop, little, if any 
thing inferior to the ancient Productions: many 
of which have been tranfmitted to different Coun- 
tries, where they are inclos’d or fhewn like other 
Exoticks, but few Climates have been favourable 
enough for propagating them. France and Eng- 
land are the only Regions where they have taken 
Root and fpread themfelves; but it is in the 
neighbouring Kingdom they have been moft pro- 
lifick, and fhot forth with fuperior Meafures of 
Sptightlinefs and Beauty... This may be partly 
owifig to its natural Felicities of a ferener Air, and 
a more aufpicious Sun; but perhaps above all, 
to a more refined Tafte and generous Spirit 
in the Grandees of that ‘Nation, that difpofes 
them to cultivate the genteeler Arts with as great 
Application and Expence,, as we'do fome meaner 
Entertainments, which feem better fuired to our 
Relifh. . For my parc I am fhock’d at the A- 
mufements that are in Vogue with us, and am 
JANUARY 1736. B afhamed 
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afhamed this vaft Capital, that boafts fo juftly of 
its matchlefs Opulence, as well as other inferior 
Cities of the Realm, fhould want thofe Decora- 
tions a Foreigner might expect to meet in them, 
that has heard the Fame of Britain, while fuch 
vaft Sums are caftaway upon Horfe-racing, Cock- 
fighting, and fome other fafhionable Recreations. 
The very Lacquies at Newmarket {quander away 
every Seafon, more than (if better apply’d) would 
build a triumphal Arch, or erect an Equeftrian 
Statue. Would not Travellers look in this great 
Metropolis for f{umptuous Edifices, the Palaces 
of the King and the Nobility, for magnificent 
Squares of an uniform Defign, for ftately Foun- 
tains, for Marble Bufts and Sculptures? But how 
few of any of thefe will he find here, in propor- 
tion to the Character we give‘ourfelves, or our 
Ability for things of this Nature. It were well 
if thofe Inftances of Grandeur, which we might 
really pride in, were but preferved'and maintain’d 
in the manner which they ought to be; but, 
good God! what. a Condition are they almoft all 
in with Ruft and Dirt and Dunghils from the 
Monuments of Wefiminfler Abbey: to the Tower 
of London. If I would difpenfe with the clean- 
ing of any thing, it fhould be with the two Roy- 
al Statues that beautify the South Portal of the 
Exchange, \eft the Brufh or Water fhould by de- 
grees impair the amazing Softnefs of their Dra- 
pery; but that can be no Excufe for burying the 
noble Pedeftal at Stocks-Market under a Heap of 
Rubbifh. Had fuch things at Athens, at Ephe- 


fus, at Corinth, been treated fo unworthily, there: 


would none of them have fubfifted two thoufand. 
Years after they were rais’d, nor would our An- 
tiquarians or Virtuofi have had any’ of them at 


this Day to doat on: What Veneration have tt 
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of this Gout for an old Medal, for the precious 
Arundelian \oicriptions, for the Medicean Venus, 
the Farnefian Hercules, a Greek Altat, 4 Roman 
Urn, a Laocoon, &c.? and at the fame time how 
cold are many of them to a rifing Artift, and how 
negligence of the few Cariofities perform’d by 
their Cotemporaries ? Does not this favour of the 
Affeétation of the Pharifees, who built and gar- 
nifhed the Tombs of the deceafed Prophets, while 
they were perfecatifig thofe that wére alive? 
When bf confider the fuperior Neatnefs and 
Accuracy of fome of our Artificers; as Jewellers, 
Enamellers, Chacers, and fuch like, it feems as 
if we did not want for any Skill or Delicacy in 
our Operators, but for'a grand Tafte and muni- 
ficent Difpofition towards the fublime Arts in 
thofe: that are to etnploy ’em. F know that a- 
mongft' dur Nobility there are fome in whom 
thefe Qiyalifications are eminent; but unlefs they 
were more gericrally predominant, the Effects of 
them will be itiperceptible. Wherever Perfons 
of Rank and Quality are univerfally influenc’d by 
Sentimerits of trué Greatnels, and it becomes a 
Principle with thetn,, That thofe Things which af- 
ford the moft rational, the moft durable and exten- 
five Pitafure, that are moft conducive to the publick 
Honour, and the real Happine/s of Mankind, fhould 
be the main Objetts of their Application, and the 
chief Subjetts of their Expence, we fhall fee Ar- 
chiteéturé, Painting and Sculpture, take place as 
they ought to do, of low and infignificant A- 
mufemerits, and our Nation fhiné with fuch dif- 
fufive Splendor, as might have rivall’d either 
Greece or Rome; we frill then become what 
| France atid Italy aré now, The School of 
Grandeur and Policenefs; ard, iriftead of tra- 
velling’ to either of thofe Places, 4s our Gentry 
B 2 | now 
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now do, for the Sake of thofe Accomplifhments, 
the Beau Monde throughout the reft of Europe 
will flock hither in Queft of them. 





ARTICQLE IL 


ME MOTRS of Ratpu Cupwortn, D. D. 
Author of THe INTELLECTUAL SysTEM. 


ole great Man was born at Aller, in the 
County of Somer/et, in the Year 1617. His 
Father, who was of the fame Name, was Batche- 
lor of Divinity, Fellow of Emanuel College in 
the Univerfity of Cambridge, and Minifter of 
St. Andrew’s there; from whence he was remo- 
ved to Aller, where he was Paftor to the Time of 
his Death. He was alfo one of the Chaplains to 
King James the Firft. Tho’ he wanted neither 
for Genius or Learning, he had no Ambition of 
appearing in publick as a Writer; nor is there 
any thing of his in Print, but a Supplement to 
Mr. William Perkins’s Commentary on the Gala- 
tians. As that famous Divine had been his [nti- 
mate, he was unwilling that pofthumous Piece of 
his fhould pafs into the World imperfe&, efpeci- 
ally, as he had undertaken the Edition of it, and 
fome other Treatifes of the fame excellent Hand, 
at the earneft Requeft of the Friends and Execu- 
tor of the Deceafed. The Mother of our Cud- 
avorth was of the Family of the Machel’s, and 

had had the Honour of being Nurfe to that brave 

Prince Henry, eldeft Son of King James, who 

was fnatch’d away in the Bloom of a moft pro- 
2 mifing 
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mifing Youth, to the unfpeakable Grief and Mil- 
fortune of thefe Kingdoms, of which, whilft he 
liv’d, he was the Hope and Glory. This Gentle- 
woman, aftcr the Death of her Husband, marri- 
ed a fecond time to Dr. Stoughton, one of the 
moft eloquent Preachers of that Age, and who 
was alfo a Fellow of Emanuel College at Cam- 
bridge. Our Cudworth was lett an Orphan very 
young; but his Misfortune was the lefs, as his 
Father-in-Law was to him inftead of a Parent, 
and took all imaginable Care of his Education. 
Indeed he difcovered in his very Childhood a won- 
derful Penetration and Sagacity far above his 
Years. He was hardly more than thirteen, when 
he was received a Penfioner into the above-men- 
tioned College. His Tutor immediately concei- 
ved an extraordinary Efteem for him, and decla- 
red, That no Perfon had been ever admitted into 
that Society fo young, who was fuch a Proficient in 
School- Learning as he. 

Two Years after, in 1632, he was matriculated 
a Student of the Univerfity on the sth of Faly ; 
and was from thenceforth fo diligently cultivated in 
all Parts of the Belles Lettres and Philofophy, that 
he proceeded Matter of Arts in 1639 with un- 
ufual Applaute. Shortly atter he was eleéted Fel- 
low of his College, which had then for its Ma- 


_ fter Richard Holfworth, celebrated beyond his 
, own Country for his uncommon Knowledge and 


Erudition. In this Station Mr. Cudworth grew 
more and more into Eftimation, and he was 
crowded with Pupils, infomuch that he had no 
fewer than twenty-eight at once; a thing fo ex- 
ceedingly rare, as never to have been remembered 
in the moft flourifhing Seminaries of that illuftri- 


_ ous Body. 
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Amongft thofe who were committed to his 
Tutelage was Mr. (fince Sir) Wiliam Temple, 
who by his fine Talents, and prudent Negotia- 
tions as a Statefman and an Ambaflador, made fo 
confpicuous a Figure afterwards both in the Li- 


terary and Political World. 7 
While 


+ Bifhop Burzet has tranfmitted to Pofterity a very injuri- 
ous Charaéter of this accomplifhed Gentleman, and particu- 
larly in refpeét to Religion, in which he reprefents him as ve- 
ry corrupt himfelf, and endeavouring to infeét all that came near 
him. He was a great Admirer ({ays he) of the Se of Confu- 
cius iz China, who were Atheifts themfelves, but left Religion 
to the Rabble. That all Things were as they are now, was 
one of bis darling Notions ; and his Praétice was accordingly, 
Eafe and Luxury, and ftudied Pleafure. 

Whether this free Hiftorian relates all this of his own per- 
fonal Knowledge, or whether it be only a Tranfcript of one 
of his numerous Hear-fays, is fomewhat uncertain. I don’t 
any where find the leaft Intimation of his being converfant 
with Sir William, and therefore fuppofe he might only have 
it communicated to him by fomebody, who perhaps heard it 
from fomebody elfe, as was not an unufual Cafe with him. 
The atheiftical Principles he charges upon this great Man do 
not appear in any of his Writings, in which there are many 
Expreflions to be found which have a quite contrary Savour. 
He has fpoke indeed of Epicurus and Confucius in Terms of 
high Veneration and Applaufe, but with none that are too ex- 
travagant for a Chrittian Philofopher, who had a juft Value 
for Revelation, with a very delicate Tafte at the fame time of 
ancient Wifdom and polite Literature. Ican’t fee that he has 
adopted any of their falfe and impious Tenets, or that he re- 
commends them ; but he might praife Men whofe Principles 

he did not in all Inftances approve of ; and a Man of true 
Judgment who will not do this, muft hardly commend any 
body at all. I have now before me the fhort Character of Sir 
William, which is prefixed to the Fo/io Edition of his Works. 
The following Paragraph, which I obferved in it, gave Oc- 
cafion to the foregoing Note. ‘*‘ He was ever kind to the 
“© Memory of thofe he had once liked and efteemed; wound- 
“* ed to the very Heart by Grief, upon the many Loffes of 
‘* his Children and Friends, till recovered by Reafon and Phi- 
** lofophy, and that perfec Refignation to the Will of God, 
** which be thought fo abfolute a Part of our Duty; upon thefe 
‘© fad 
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While Mr. Cudworth was thus employing his 
great Abilities in the Service of the rifing Gene- 
ration, he found the Regards that were paid to 
his Merit, by fome confiderable Acknowledg- 
ments of it. One was, his Promotion to the 
Rectory of North-Ladbury in Somerfetfbire, a Be- 
nefice which brought him an Income of three 
hundred Pounds per Annum. It is not certain in 
what Year this Preferment was conferred on him, 
nor how long he held it; nor are we any better 
acquainted with the precife Time when he was 
created Batchelor of Divinity: it was probably 
in 1644, for we then find him in the publick 
Aéts of the Univerfity defending the two follow- 
ing Thefes: 1. That the Nature and Reafons of 
Things are eternal and indifpenfible, and that there 
is an immutable Difference between Good and Evil. 
II. That there exift incorporeal Subftances that are 
naturally immortal. From whence alfo it appears, 
that this profound Metaphyfician was then re- 
volving in his fpacious Mind, and carefully ex- 
amining into thofe difficult and important Quefti- 

B 4 ons, 
<< fad Occafions often faying, His holy Name be praifed, his 
‘* Will be done.” Page 20. This is a Strain fo much the Re- 
verfe of that irreligious Picture the Bifhop has drawn, that I 
thought, in Juftice to the illuftrious Original, it fhould be fet 
in Oppofition to it. Till I had wrote all the Lines preceding 
this Quotation, I never look’d thro’ the little Tract from 
which it’s cited, in the very Clofe of which I find the Bifhop 
refleéted on for the uncharitable Cenfure I am now expofing; 
but this is done, I faw, in fo tranfienta manner, that I thought 
it not a fufficient Reafon for cancelling what I had written. I 
intend not by this Eclaircifement to throw any Odium on the 
Memory of Bifhop Burnet, for which I have a Refpeét on fe- 
veral Accounts; but if by Miftake and Mifreprefentation he 
has blemifhed a wife and honeft Patriot’s Reputation, there is 
no Difrefpe€&t to him in clearing away the Afperfion. And 
tho’ it were retaliated with even fome Tin@ture of Injuftice, 
he ought not (were he alive) to complain, feeing he might ex- 


pect that with what measure be meted, it would bo measured 
unto him again. 
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ons, which long afterwards he difcufs’d with fuch 
Copioufnefs and Subtilty in his Jutelledual Syftem, 
and other of his invaluable Works, which are 
yet (unhappily ) in Manutcript. 

In this fame 1644, he was by Authority of 
the Parliament that then ruled, advanc’d to the 
Matterfhip of Clare-Haill, in ‘the Place of Dr. 
Pasky, who was ejected; and he had then the 
good Fortune to have under his Direétion the 
motft celebrated John Tillotfon, who became after- 
wards Primate of all England, and the brighteft 
Ornament of the Metropolitan See. 

The next Year, 1645, Dr. Metcalf having re- 
fign’d the Royal Hebrew Profefforfhip, Mr. Cud- 

qvorth was chofen in his room, Ofoder 15. by the 
unanimous Voice of all the feven Eleétors. He 
found his Capacity, vaft as it was, infufficient for 
fuch a Multiplicity of Exercifes; for which Rea- 
fon he forbore the minifterial Funétion, and gave 
himfelf up entirely to the Difcharge of the others 
that were wholly academical. He apply’d him- 
{elf now elpecially to the Study of the Fewifh 
Antiquities, and acquired a very diftinét and ex- 
tenfive Knowledge in them; of which he gave 
the moft agreeable Proofs in the Leétures which 
he read every Wedne/day upon the Plan and Stru- 
&ure of the Temple of Ferufalem. Whenever 
he was conftrain’d to omit them through any Ne- 
ceflity of other Affairs, he was ufed to fubftitute 
in his ftead the learned Fohn Worthington, after- 
wards Matter of Fe/us College at Cambridge. + 
In 1671, he flood for his Degree of Doétor of 
Divinity, and obtained it without the leaft Dif_i- 
culty, and with a deferved Approbation. 

How 


+ He was advanced to this Dignity (being Batchelor of 
Divinity) 1659, the 11th of Charles the IId. He was re- 
moved at the Reftoration, and Richard Sterne, who had been 
e'eied by the Parliament in 1644, was reftored in his Place, 
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How honourable foever Dr. Cudworth’s Em- 
ployments were, it fo happened that the Reve- 
nue which arofe from them did not anf{wer his 
Expences. For that Reafon, as we may {uppofe, he 
retir’d after this from the Univerfity ; but bis Recefs 
was of no long Continuance: Dr. Samuel Bolion, 
Chief of Corifi’s-College, dying in 1654, that 
Dignity was beitowed on him, and he was there- 
by engaged to return, to the Pleafure and Satil- 
faétion of all Cambridge. ‘This fame Year he mar- 
ried, but I find no mention any where of what 
Name or Family his Spoufe was, only it may be 
conjeétured that fhe brought him a large For- 
tune. 

It was in this laft Station that Dr. Cudworth 
pafs’d the Remainder of his Days, exerting him- 
{elf all the while in the Service of the Univerfi- 
ty and the whole Church of England. Ic was 
about this Time that Atheifm and Infidelity gain- 
ed a very furprizing and unhappy Afcendency in 
this Kingdom, and {pread their mifchievous In- 
fection through all Ranks and Quialitics of the 
Inhabitants of it. There was not any one 
of the facred Order, who oppos’d the Progrets 
of them more ftrenuoufly, or with a greater Force 
and Compafs of Judgment and Erudition, than 
this great and excellent Perfon:-— No body had 

more 


+ It has been infinuated by fome, who perhaps only envied 
the Luftre of fo great a Name, as if Dr. Cupwortn’s /z- 
telleBual 8yffem was a difguifed Plea for Atheifm, inftead of 
being a Confutation of it: And a certain Baronet of this 
Kingdom, whofe. Veracity I can fafely depend on, and who 
has not, I believe, the leaft Prejudice againft the Doctor's 
Reputation, told me a few Days ago, that he was affured by 
a Clergyman of great Piety and Worth, (who expre(s’d him- 
felf thereupon with the utmoft Sorrow and Concern) that vi- 
fiting the Doétor upon his Death-bed, he heard him declare, 
be believ'd not any thing at all of Deifm; from whence he ~ 
ferr’ 
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more at heart the Inftru€tion of Youth, or led 
them farther into the deep and difficult Receffes 
of the moft abftrufe Science, than this skilful and 
indefatigable Guide. 

The Doétor had feveral Children; his Sons all 
died young, and he left behind him no more than 
one Daughter named Damaris, who became one 
of the moft diftinguifhed Women of her Time 
both for Learning and Piety. She was fecond 
Wife of Sir Francis Mafham, Bart. by whom the 
had one Son called after his Father, and in Com- 
plaifance to his maternal Grandfire, after him al- 
fo, being named Francis Cudworth Mafham. He 
was bred up to the Law, and became afterwards 
Accomptant-General of the High-Court of Chan- 
cery. The Doétor lived feventy-one Years, and 
died at Cambridge the 26th of Fune 1688. lament- 
ed of all who knew what a Treafury of fublime 
Truths the World was thereby depriv’d of. 

After this Narrative of the Doétor’s Life, 
which confifts of thofe few Particulars which 
could be recovered after too long an Interval; I 
now proceed to lay before the Reader a more ge- 
neral Idea of his Intellectual and Moral Qualifi- 
cations. In 


ferr'd that he died a very Infidel. But for my part Iam apt to 
conclude juft the contrary ; fuppofing a Miftake to arife from 
fome Inadvertency of this Reverend Gentleman, who might 
imperfectly hear Dr. Cudzvorth profefling his ftedfatt Attach- 
ment to Chrittianity, in Oppofition to Deifm in the ufually 
receiv'd Senfe of it. And this the rather, becaufe, as the 
Door could not but know that he had been fufpeéted and 
calumniated on this Score, by feveral who impeach’d him as a 
Deitt in Mafquerade ; fo, nothing could be properer to clear 
his Character of that Afperfion, and teftify his unfeigned Re- 
gard for Revelation, than fuch a Declaration as I am {uppo- 
jing, when he was upon the very Brink of Eternity. How- 
ever the Faé&t may indeed be, this at leaft muft be owned, that 
what J am here imagining can be charg’d with no great Im- 
probability; whereas, the Clergyman’s Report is undeniably 
inconfifient with the moft {becious Appearances. 
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In this great Divine there was a rare Union of 
fuch natural and acquired Accomplifhments, as 
are very feldom found in one and the fame Per- 
fon: an immenfe Fund of Knowledge, a perfect 
Familiarity with the Languages, an Intimacy 
with ecclefiaftical and prophane Antiquity, and a 
deep Infight into the Mathematicks: with all 
thefe, he was a fubtle Philofopher, and a profound 
Metaphyficians and by the Aid of thefe uncom- 
mon Abilities he defeated the Enemies of Religi- 
on and Revelation, in the behalf of which he 
exerted himfelf in fuch a manner, as demonftra- 
ted he had the Intereft and Security of them en- 
tirely at his Heart. We was indifputably an 
Over-match for the famous THomas Hoses, 
and the moft formidable of all thofe numerous 
Adverfaries that undertook the Confuration of 
that odd Genius, whofe Principles had fpread 
themfelves over the whole Nation, and tinétured 
Multitudes of the Populace, as well as the Ma- 
jority of the Nobility and Court itfelf. 

The Mechanick or Corpufcularian Philofophy 
was that which Dr. Cudworth e{pous’d for the So- 
lution of all fuch Phenomena as were merely phy- 
fical; but in what more irnmediately refpeéted the 
Deity, immaterial Subftances, Genii, abftraé& [- 
deas, and, in a word, the general Principles of 
human Knowledge, he was altogether a Follow- 
er of Plato and his late Commentators. Indeed 
he has been frequently blamed for an exceflive 
Fondnefs of Plstoni/m; and it has been charged 
on him as a Fault, that his Mind was fo engrofs’d 
by the Ideas of thar Sect, and he had converfed 
fo much and fo long with their Writings, that he 
was not prepoffefs’d only in Favour of all their 
Doctrines, whether right or wrong, but that he 
had adopted their Stile, and very much obfcured 
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his own, by loading it with thofe unintelligible 
Terms, thofe harfh Metaphors, and poetical 
Flights, which were ufual with them, and tend- 
ed but to perplex and darken the Subjects they 
pretended to clear by them. It is true, he was 
not fingular in the Error we now freely blame in 
him. Cambridge was almoft overf{pread with this 
Affe&tation, and the Learnedeft of that Univer- 
fity, who had at heart the Confutation of Hob- 
bifm, were of the fame Bias exactly, tho’ perhaps 
(excepting Dr. More) not in fo culpable a De- 
gree. The Literati at Oxford defpifed thefe Can- 
tabrigian Flights and Sublimities; and SAMUEL 
Parker, who was long after promoted by King 
James 11. to the Bifhoprick of Oxford, and who 
had a moft fatirical Pen, endeavoured, in fome 
Pieces he publifhed 1666, to ridicule and expofe 
them. 

The World and the Church of Chrift too will 
always be divided in Matters of Opinion; the fad 
Effect of which unavoidable Misfortune will be 
Contumely and Reproach on all Sides. Dr. Cud- 
worth experienced his Share of thefe, on account 
of his being what fome Zealots of that Time 
were pleafed to call a Latitudinarian, that is, for- 
footh, one who is not tranfported with that un- 
chriftian Heat and Bigotry, which have done 
{uch infinite Differvice to the Name and Religi- 
on of the great God and our Saviour Jefus Chritt. 
He who was look’d upon as the Chief of this 
contemptuous Denomination, and fuffered the 
greateft Odium on the Scere of it, was the im- 
mortal CHILLINGWoRTH, who for Strength and 
Perfpicuity of Reafon and Judgment, had {carce- 
ly any Superior amongft Mankind. It was only 
thefe noble Faculties, fo unlike thofe of their 
Adverfaries, which gain’d him and our _ 
wit 
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with others of their illuftrious Cotemporaries, 
this reproachful Title: They did not pronounce 
dogmatically in difputable Matters, they ftated 
their Arguments fairly, they did right to their 
Antagonitts as well as their own Caufe, their Repre- 
fentations were drawn with Candor, and they left 
their Readers when they had given them their 
beft Affiftance to determine for themfelves; but 
neverthelefs (which might, one would think, 
have acquitted them) they fufficiently difcovered 
their own Sentiments to be, in all things of Im- 
portance, orthodoxly conformable to the Articles 
of our eftablifhed Faith. It muft be owned they 
kept far enough from the Tenets. of the Calvi- 
niftical Party of the Reformers,. relating to the 
abfolute Decrees of God; the Doétor in feveral 
Places: has laboured to overturn them; and no 
doubt, the pernicious Confequences which Mr. 
Hobbes had drawn from them in behalf of his im- 
pious Syftem, ferv’d greatly to increafe his, Aver- 
fion, 

The Doétor’s Piety, Modefty, and extraordi- 
nary Prudence, were. truly praife-worthy, and 
commended of all that could difcern or relifh, 
fuch Difpofitions. The laft was fo remarkable in 
him, that his Enemies took occafion thereby to 
accule. him. of Craftinefs and _Diffimulation; 
wherein.they certainly did him wrong, Sincerity; . 
not being incompatible with the moft cautious 
and circumfpecé Behaviour: it muft be acknow- 
ledged his was fuch in all dubious Cafes:..He has 
exprefs’d himfelf in his Writings on feveral. {pe- 
culative Points not eafy to be decided, with fo 
much Ambiguity and Referve, that it is hard, if 
not impoffible, to difcover what are-really his 
Notions concerning them: The Temper of the 
Times he lived in, feems to have: required this 
Vigilance and Management. - The 
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- -'The Treattfes which have been printed in his 
Name, ate the leaft Part of the Labours of this 
fruitful Genius. He had framed a vaft Project, and 
colleéted Materials for feveral Branches of it, which 
have never yet feen the Day; perhaps, becaufe 
he never had time to ripen and bring them to Ma- 
turity; as he happily did one, which we yet fo 
much prize and value, under the Title of the In- 
TELLECTUAL SystTEM; and which, in the midft 
of all the Delight inquifitive Minds receive from 
it, produces accidentally this difagreeable Effect, 
That being a Specimen of what we are depriv’d of, 
at excites our Regret in Proportion as we thereby dif- 
cern the Value of our Difappointment. Befides this 
ineftimable Fragment, a few fmall Pieces dropp’d 
from the Prefs in his Lifetinve, that make no Part 
of the Scheme I have been {peaking of. Avs, 

I. 4 Difcourfe on the true Nature of the Sacra- 
ment of the Lorp’s Suprer. It came out in 

uarto at London, 1642. There were feveral 
following Editions of it in Duodecimo, and at 
length one in Folio, in order to the binding it up 
with the laft Impreffion of the Jntelleciual Syftem, 
which it now accompanies. 

I}. A Tra& on The typical Union of Chrift with 
his Church: this alfo was publifhed 1642, and in 
Quarto. There appears in both thefe Pieces a 
Vein of Learning far beyond what is ufual in 
Difcourfes of this Kind. 

But tho’ thefe little Things were perform’d in 
# manner worthy of his mafterly Pen, ic was The 
true INTELLECTUAL System of the Univer/e, 
which gained him the fublime Rank he ftill holds 
in the Republick of Letters. The Intention of tr, 
is to refute the Reafonings, and overthrow the 
pretended Philofophy of Athei/m. It was wrote 


in Englifo, and firft printed at London in ae 
1679. 
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1678. ‘There was an Abridgment of it attempt- 
ed by Mr. Thomas Wife, B.D. Fellow of Exe- 
ter College in Oxford, and Chaplain to the Duke 
of Ormond. At was publifhed at London in 1706, 
intwo Volumes in Quarto. 1 fhall fay nothing 
of the Merit of this Abftraét: It never was much 
efteemed, and it is now fal’n almoft into Obli- 
vion. A much greater Regard is to be paid to 
that admirable Tranflation of the whole into ele- 
gant Latin, lately performn’d by that learned Fo- 
reigner JoHN Lawrence Mosueim, D. D. and 
Chaplain to the moft ferene Duke of Brunswick. 
This Gentleman -has by this great Undertaking 
merited the Thanks and Applaufes not of the Eng- 
life Nation only, but of the whole learned World. 
He has enrich’d his Verfion with many elaborate 
Notes and curious Differtations, and has fhewn 
his own Abilities to:be'equal with thofé of his il- 
luftrious-Original..' He appears indeed through 
all his Commentaries to be-a Connoifeur both in 
the ancient and‘ modern Literature, and: has. there- 
in furnifhed us with a very ample additional Fund 
of the moft ufeful Sciénce and Philolopy. 

I fear this noble Work is’ yet neither fufficient- 
ly known nor admired in ‘this Country, where a 
Contempt, or ( lett be.) a Negledt of manly 
Knowledge, feems every Day to be increafing 5 
and where there prevails fuch an Affectation of 
Refinement, that in a very little Space more, we 
fhall have referv’d nothing of that copious Treas 
fure of Learning left us by, ‘our renowned Afice- 
ftors, but the empty Shadow of Surface... We 
are even. now indebted to the Freuch far almoft 
all our Inftruétion as well as Amufement: '. 

‘Fhis is all't fhall fay of thofe Things, which 
Dr. Cudworth publifhed himfelf.; ‘but he left be- 
hind him feveral Manuferipts, whichs:it's: plain 
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by the Titles, were moft if not all of them de- 
figned for a Continuation of the INTELLECTUAL 
SysTEM, which, as he declar’d in the Preface of 
it, was no more than the Beginning or firft Part 
of his Pian. They are, . 

I. 4 Treatife of moral Good and Evil, in feve- 
ral Volumes in Folio, containing about a thoufand 
Pages. It confifts of two Books, wherein the 
Author firft explains the Opinions of thofe a- 
mong the Ancients who denyed there was any 
fuch Thing as natural Fufice. He afterwards an- 
{wers particularly to all their Objedctions. . He 
fhews their Affertion to be deftruétive of. Socie- 
ties. He proves the Independence of Fu/tice even 
on the Will of the Deity. He examines whe- 
ther Pleafure be the chief. Good of rational Be- 
ings ; and after having (ashe thinks) refuted the 
Notions of Epicurus upon this Head, he offers 
a jufter Idea of Happine/s, which he makes to be 
no other than the Practice of Holine/s, ora Di- 
vine Life *. The Queftion of Liberty is here al- 

fo 

* The Epicurean Notion of ,Happinefs, when rightly un- 
derftood, is no other than that.‘of “Jefus Chrift, the Gofpel, 
and the common Senfe and Reafon of all intelligent Beings, 
Ts it to be imagined that Epzcurus excluded the Pleafures of 
the Mind any more than of the Body out of his Idea of Hap- 
pinefs? By no means. Or did he advife to any Irregularities, 
to any deftrudtive Exceffes, in the Fruition of either ? No. 
What ground then is there for the ufual Clamour againft him? 
began by the Stcicks, thofe ridiculous Prattlers in that refpec, 
who could affirm that Pain isnot an Evil, and pretend a Man 
might be perfectly happy upon a Rack, If they meant abfo- 
lutely, they meant like Madmen; ifrelatively, as an unaveid- 
able Means to fome counterbalancing Good, then their Con- 
troverfy with Epicurus, and the Bulk of Mankind, was 2 
mere Grimace, fince none of them would have denyed their 
wonderful Affertion ; with this Qualification however, That 
upon no Suppofition could a Man, ftrdtly fpeaking, be per- 
feétly happy under excruciating Torments; feeing they muft 


neceflarily be regarded as fome Abatements of the higheft De- 
gree 
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fo difcufs’d, and all Objeétions againft ic anfwer- 
ed: From whence he proceeds to overthrow 
Mr. Hobbes’s moral and political Principles. 

Il. 4 Difcourfe on Liberty and Neceflity, 
wherein the Philofophical Foundations of Atheifm 
are utterly deftroy’d, the Nature of Morality ex- 
plained, and the Obligations of it defended. This 
Book likewife contains a thoufand Pages in Folio; 
in which there is a fufficient Confutation, not on- 
Jy of the Stoicks and Atheifts of old, but allo of 
thofe Sects amongft the later Chriftians who have 
advanc’d the Doétrines of abfolute Decrees and 
Predeftination. 

III. 4 Commentary on the Prophecy of DANIEL 
touching the feventy Weeks 5 wherein all the Hypo- 
thefes of the Jews are canvaffed and difcarded ; as 
well as fome others of learned Chriftian Writers. 
Two Volumes in Folio. 


gree of Pleafure that could poflibly thereby accrue to him. 
Ina word, Nothing is good, thar is not produdtive of fome few- 
Jfual or mental Delight ; and confequéntly, the Meafure of the 
Goodnefs of any thing or Aion, is exaly proportionable to 
the Quantity of Delight which ittis capable of producing. Let 
thofe that doubt of this Principle try to confute it, by fepara- 
ting in their own Thoughts the Ideas of Good and Plea/ure, 
and they will find it no eafier than to conceive of eight as e- 
qual to fixteen. Iftherefore Dr. Cudworth in making Happi- 
nefs to confift in Holine/s or a Divine Life, meant only that 
thefe were the indifpenfible Means of the other, he was cer- 
tainly in the right ; but if he imagined thefe, in their own 
Nature, or abftracted from any Confequences, conitituted the 
Felicity of any Being whatfoever, he was as much in the 
wrong,as if he had fancied he might be pain’d by what he never 
could be fenfible of; which every one fees the Abfurdity of. 

If any Man faysthat Pleafure is effentially connected with 
Holinefs, he makes nothing againft me, I think the very 
fame ; but it is that effential Pleafure which renders it the 
Happinefs of Creatures, (and I believe of the Creator alfo) 
fo’ that after all he muft allow that true and proper Felicity is 
no other than Pleafure. 


JANUARY 1736. C IV. Of 








































































38 The Prefent State of Art. 2, 


IV. Of the Truth of the Chriftian Religion, 

againft the Jews. "The Doctor mentions this Traét 

in fome other of his Manufcripts; but it has. neyer 
een found with them. 

V. Stxauov guaxoy aoviov: Or, 4 Differtation on 
the Eternity and lmmutability of Juttice and In- 
juftice. This Piece was printed at London, in 
Offavo, 1731. under the Title of 4 TZreatife 
concerning eternal and immutable Morality, &c. 
with a Preface by the Editor, the otefent Lord 
Bifhop of Durham. ‘Though this came abroad 
under the Difadvantage of being a pofthumous 
Work, which wanted the finifing Strokes of 
its Author, it yet abundantly evidenc’d the Force 
and Penetration of his comprehenfive Genius. 

VI. ATreatife on the Creation of the World, 
and the Immortality of the Soul. One Volume 
in Offav 

VII. Of the Learning of the Hebrews. 

VIII. 40 Explication of Mr. Hobbes’s Noti- 
ons relating to the Nature of God, and the Ex- 
tenfion of - thinking Subfiances. 

Thefe upona ci iligent Search appear to be all 


the Manufcripts the Dodor left. behind him.. 


They were a precious Depofitum of too great 
Value to Mankind in general to be confined to 
the Property of any particular Perfon. I am for- 
ry Ihave no Warrant to promife the World a 
Diftribution of them ; but we are; not altogether 
deftitute of Hope in refpeét to fo defirable a Fa- 
vour, {eeing one Piece has been happily refcued 
from the Obfeurity it had lain in, fo many Years 
after the Deceafe of its Author: .No body is 

more capable of obliging us with fome others of 
yet. greater Importance, than the illuftrious Pre- 
late whom we were indebted to for that agreea- 


ble Prefent. 
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ARTICLE IIL 


The Hiftory of the Revolutions of Poranp 
from the Foundations of that Monarchy, 
to the Death of Auguftus II. By M. 
L’ Abbe Des Fontaines. Tranflated from 
the Original French. London: Printed 
for T. Woodward between the two 'Tem- 
ple Gates in Fleetftreet, and C, Davis iz 

- Pater-nofter-Row, 1736. Otiavo, Page. 
428. 


HE beft Account I can give the Publick of 

this Work, is, by tranf{cribing. what the 
Author himfelf has told us relating to it in his 
Preface, viz. * That he has collected into it, all 
“¢ the curious and authentick Particulars which 
“ have any material Relation to the Hiftory of 
°° Poland, and are of a Nature to excite a ratio= 
“¢ nal Curiofity, or may be produétive of Inftrus 
*¢ étion in the military Art.” 

With refpe& to his Vouchers he informs us, 
That he has in many Particulars followed Du- 
glofius, a Canon of Cracow, who compofed an 
Hiftory of Poland in Latin 3 an excellent 
Work in the main, tho’ it has feveral Defects, 
which he has endeavoured to rectify, and in the 
Opinion of very competent Judges (as he af- 
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fures us) not without jSuccefs. — He has like- 
wife enlivened thefe Revolutions. with feveral 
agreeable Defcriptions of Countries, and the 
Manners of their! Inhabitants; with a Variety 
of other entertaining Incidents, which there is 
no need of enumerating, becaufe ( he fuppofes ) 
they will be obvious toevery Perfon of ‘Tafte. 
To this Advertifement the Exglifa Editors think 
proper to add, ‘* That this Hiftorian has. fre- 
“ quently had Recourfe to the celebrated Thua- 
“© wus, for feveral material Particulars, which 
“¢ contribute not a little to the Embellifhment of 
“¢ his Story.” 

Befides this general Idea of the Work, I am 
defirous of giving the Reader a more particular 
Sample of it, by the following Extraé ; which 
I pitch upon rather than many others I might 
chufe out of the Book, not only becaufe it makes 
by itfelf'a diftiné&t and perfe&t Narrative of.a very 
remarkable Faét, that does not depend upon the 
Context for being intelligible ; but as it gives a 
true Notion of a very unhappy Circumftance in 
the Pole’s Conftitution, which yet they regard as 
an ineftimable Privilege, the being deprived of 
which they dread as the greateft Indignity and 
Misfortune that could befall ’em ; and is a Proof 
of the Truth of this hated Imputation, viz Tbat 
no bnman Individuals or Societies are capable of for- 
ming fo true a Fudgment of their own Condition or 
Interefis as others are, of equal or even fomewhat 
de{s Difcernment than themfelves. Were this Prin- 
ciple univerfally to obtain, it would be of un- 
{peakable Service to Mankind, and conduce more 
than can well be imagined to the Welfare of our 
whole Species. — The Tranfaction I am about to 
relate, is the Ceremonial of the Election of tra 
ate 
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late King Auguftus to the Crown of Poland, in 
the Plains of Warfaw. 

“ Ac laft, fays the Abby De Fontains, the 
“* Term fix’d to the Diet for the Eleétion drew 
“nigh. The Palatinates, confifting of better 
** than 100000 Noblemen, came into the Field 
“* of Election in the Plains of Warfaw. The 
“* Palatinates were divided into Companies, 
** which amounted to two hundred and fifty. 
“© They were all on Horfeback, except a few 
“ Gentlemen, whom Poverty compell’d to walk 
*°on Foot. Arm’d with old rufty Scythes, one 
“* would have taken them for a Company of 
Reapers ; but they might be difcerned by the 
“© Fiercenefs of their Countenances, and the 
“ Right of difpofing of the Crown feem’d to be 
“¢ written on their F oreheads. 
<< As foon as the Senators had harangued their 
Palatinates, to found the Sentiments of the 
Nobility, the Palatinate of Plosko cry’d, Long 
live Conti *, and immediately rais’d their Sa- 
bres. Siradia, Reva, and the three Palatinates of 
“ Prafia anfwer’d, Long live Conti : The Name 
© of Conti wascarried from RanktoRank. Prze- 
“ pendowski, the Soul of the Eleétor of Saxony’s 
«© Party, not liking thofe Acclamations, and fay- 
“‘ ing to the Pruffiians, that Saxony was as good 
“¢ as Conti, narrowly efcaped being fhot thro’ the 
“¢ Head by the Chamberlain of Mariemberg, but 
“© 4 Prieft put by his Piftol with a Cane. The 

C 3 “ Friends 


* The Prince of Conti, one of the Competitors for the 
Crown, whofe Pretenfjons were fupported by the Power and 
Artifice of France. He was likelieft of all others to fucceed, 
having by the Addrefs and Management of the Ambaflador of 
that Court, the Adsy Polignac, gained a very large Intereft 
among the Electors, and in the Opinion of our Author would 
certainly have carried his Point, had he been but furnifh’d 
with fufficient Supplies of Money. 
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Friends of Saxony, ina Confternation, prote- 
{ted againft whatever fhould be done in too 
hafty an Eleétion, and procured the Nomina- 
tion to be put off till the next Day, purfuant 
to a Law, which requires that all the Candi- 
dates be propos’d before the Eleétion is finifhed, 
‘¢ In the mean time the Minifters of the feve- 
ral Competitors laboured earneftly to bring a- 
bout their Defigns. The French did all they 
could to perfuade the Nobility, that the Ele- 
Eor’s Converfion * was amere Fable. The Sax- 
ovs, on the other hand, ufed their utmoit En- 
deavours to have it thought real. ‘They ap- 
ply’d to the Nuncio to confirm the Certificate 
which the Bifhop of Raab, a Kinfman of the 
Eleétor’s, had given concerning his Converti- 
on. Butthe Nuncio kept his Word with the 
Minifters} of France, and held out till the next 
Morning, whenCircumftances fhew’d him open= 
ly. Allthis was done onthe 2sth of Fune 1697. 
“© On the 26th, the Cardinal Primate, accor- 
ding to the Cuftom, faid Mafs inthe Church of 
St. Fohn, and the Bifhop of Plosko made a 
Speech to the Affembly, in which he ingeni- 
oufly let them know for what Candidate he 
was inclined ; and then they all went into the 
Field of Election. The Senators being come 
into the Co/o, the Cardinal Primate {poke with 
great Force and Eloquence : Zhe Throne of the 
Republick (faid he ) requires a King that is gene- 
vous, mild, and affable; a King who is a Soldier 
gud an Officer.. And then he named the Com- 
petitors for the Crown. He praifed every one 
of them in particular, with reference either to 
their perfonal Qualifications, orthe Dignity of 
: © their 
* He had fome time before his fetting up for the Crown 


abjured the Proteftant Religion, as was fuppofed, in Profpett 
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their Families. He did not mention the Ele- 
&or of Saxony ull he had {poken of all the reft ; 
and then he aid, it was but good Manners not 
to forget that Prince, whom otherwile his Zeal 
for Lutheranifm would exclude from the 
Choice of the Nobility. After this Difcourfe, 
ng bent one Knee to the Ground, and lifting 
his Eyes and Hands to Heaven, 1 fwear 
(ays he with a loud Voice) that J will not pro- 
claim any Candidate to be King, who has not the 
unanimous Suffrages of the Nobility 5 but 1 like- 
wife conjure you not to turn your Eyes upon any 
Subjetis, but fuch as deferve to be chofen. He 
was {till fpeaking, when the Senators left their 
Places to put themfcives at the Head of their 
Palatinates. There were left in the Co/o none 
but the Cardinal and the Marfhal of the Dier, 
who had Information brought them of what 
was doing from time to time, according to 
which they iffued out their Orders. 
“© At laft the Palatinates being ranged in order 
to give their Suffrages, three Companies of the 
Palatinate of Cracow, which has the Right of 
proclaiming firft, at the Solicitation of their 
Palatine and Caftelan, cried out, Long live 
James the King’s Son. One Company of the 
Palatinate of Po/nania, whofe Privilege is to 
fpeak next, followed their Example, but faint- 
ly. The other Companies of other Palatinates 
raifed their Voices to the Skies with pronoun- 
cing the Name of Conti. Waina return’d the 
Acclamations with Zeal, and was join’d by the 
reft of the Palatinates. Whilft the Name of 
Conti refounded in every Rank, the Word 
Saxony was heard with Surprize to interrupe 
the Unanimity of Voices.. Two Companies 


© of Samogitia, which gave their Votes after the 
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“ eight former Palatinates, ventured to nominate 
“© the Elector. The Name of a Lutheran Prince 
“¢ had like to have drawn upon them the whole 
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Body of the Nobility ; but they maintained 
with fo much Affurance, that the Ele€tor had 
two Years before abjured his Errors at Rome, 
(a Fact they faid was attefted by the Nuncio 
himfelf ) that they gained over certain Mazo- 
vite Gentlemen, whom Przependowski, for a 
little Brandy and a Crown a Head, had difpos’d 
to believe every thing. 

“¢ During thefe Tranfaétions, a Gentleman of 
the Palatinate of Plosko, defirous to fhew his 
Zeal for the late King’s Family, prefumed to 
nominate Prince Fames. But he was immedi- 
ately foot through the Head with a Piftol Bullet, 
and the Prince was no more [poken of. This un- 
juft and violent Action did not find one fingle 
Avenger amongft all that Body of Nobility, 
who were Eye-Witneffes of the Fact. 

*¢ In the mean while the Party of the Prince 
of Conti fhewed themfelves every Inftant. The 
Friends of the Elector, apprehending the Tri- 
umph of France, dilpatch’d Meffengers to the 
Emperor’s Ambaffador, preffing him to pro 
cure the Nuncio’s Atteftation to the Bifhop of 
Raab’s Certificate, and adding, that if that 
could not be done, all was loft, and Conte 
would be chofen. The Nuncio readily com- 
plied with what was defired of him: And 


Przependowski ran to the Affembly with a Cer. 


tificate in Form, and his Followers cried out 
by his Orders, that the Elector was a good Cas 
tholick, and ’twas his Holinefs’s Requeft thar 
he fhould be crown’d. 

* Great Numbers giving Credit to thefe De- 
clarations, took part with Saxony, and before 
— © Noon 
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“© Noon his Faction was fuperior to the Parties 
“ of Newburg, Lorrain, and Baden. ‘The Car- 
‘© dinal Primate, not being able to diftinguifh on 
“© which Side the Majority lay, by reafon of the 
“ Noife and Tumult which confounded their 
“¢ Voices, order’d, that the Nobility who fa- 
“© vour’d Conti fhould ftand on one Side, whilft 
. © the, Friends of the other Candidates fhould 
| range themfelves ou the other. Of two hun- 
| © dred and fifty Companies, there were but thir- 
_ © ty fix, who declared for the Rivals of Conti ; 
| © and the Prince muft have been King, if the 
“* Cardinal had not wanted Courage. The Pre- 
“© Jate gave greater Signs of Irrefolutionfome few 
“* Moments after. The Bithops of Cujavia, Pof- 
“© nania, and Livonia, who were in the Intereft 
“ of the Eleétor of Saxony, retired to Warfaw, 
“* frighted at the Number of the Contiffes, and 
*¢ the fierce Countenance of the Caftelan of Ka- 
“ jifch, who, mounted upon a War-Horfe, en- 
“* couraged the Nobility to take up Arms, and 
“* cut to Pieces the {mall Number of Oppo- 
“¢ nents, if they ftill perfifted in their Obftinacy *, 
“¢ Under thefe Circumftances the Primate might 
*¢ have nominated without Oppofition ; but the 
“* Fear of fhedding Polifs Blood kept him unre- 
“ folved,and he confented to put off the Eleétion 
“¢ till next Day, under a Pretence, that it was 
*¢ then too late for it. 
“¢ The principal Adherents to the Eleétor of 
“* Saxony, having recovered themfelves from the 
“ Fright, which the Party of France had thrown 
“* them into, met at the Emperor’s Ambaffadors. 
© Thither alfo came the Minifters of all the other 
“¢ Pre- 
, Ff * Can any thing be more ridiculous than to hear fuch a 
, | Peopleas this glorying in their Liberty ! A Liberty of mur- 


thering and enflaving gne another, withont being under any 
Fear or Reftraint. 
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Pretenders, except the Ambaffador of France; 
and there they all joined againft the Prince of 
Conti, and agreed to fupport the moft power- 
ful Party, or rather to make but one, in Fa- 
vour of the Elector of Saxony. 

“¢ Purfuant to thefe Refolutions, every one 
furnifhed what Money they had by them. Thefe 
Sums, with the Bills of Exchange paid upon 
Sight by the ews, amounted to eighteen hun- 
dred thoufand Livres, which were diftributed 
in the Camp that Night. The Eloquence of 
the Senators, and the Engagements of the No- 
bility, could not hold againft fuch prevailing 
Motives. All the Companies, which had be- 
fore fupported the Claims of the different Can- 
didates, went over to the Party of Saxony. E- 
leven Companies of the French Faction em- 

brac’d the Caufe of the Elector; but this De- 

fertion was in part repaired by the Acquifition 

of feven of their Companies, who ranged 

themfelves under the Standard of Conti. Af- 

ter many Negotiations, the Time came at laft 

for concluding the Election. The Bifhops of 
Cujavia, Pofnania, and Livonia, were fo terri- 

fied the Night before, that they durft not at- 

tempt any thing, and all feemed to favour the 

Prince of Conti, when the Palatine of Wieluz, 

who was even more irrefolute than the Cardi- 

nal, went and pofted himfelf, in Sign of Neu- 

trality betwixt Saxony and Conti, at the Head 

of the Palatinate of Volbinia, the Diftrict of 
Wilna, and fome Lithuanian Companies. The 

Primate, furpriz’d at this Action, knew not 

what to think of it, but could not imagine 

that Sapieha was going to offer himfelf, after 

fo many Piaftes had been excluded. This Pa- 


** Jatine floated all the Morning between certain 
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Views of Ambition or Intereft, and the Soli- 
citations of his Friends and the Lords of his 
Family, who intreated him not to occafion 
any frefh Troubles by a Change fo little ex- 
pected. At laft, the fame Caprice, which had 
divided him from the Party of Conti, brought 
him back to it, rather than any of the Solici- 
tations, to which he feemed to yield. Sapieha’s 
Return having taken away all Hope from 
the Saxons, of making any Advantage of the 
Irrefolution and Cowardice of that Palatine, 
they fought ftill to put off the Eleétion. Go- 
rowski, Caftelan of 'Ginefita advanced between 
the two Parties, and made a Sign that he had 
fomething to communicate to the Freach Fa- 
&ion. The Bifhop of Kiow, who was depu- 
ted to hear him, brought back word, that his 
Party demanded a Conference in hn. midit of 
the Colo, in the Prefence of the Primate and 
the Marfhal. 

“ This being confented to, the Deputies of 
Saxony propofed to give up Saxony, New- 
burg, Lorrain, Bavaria, and the Royal Fa- 
mily, provided the oppofite Party would a- 
abandon Conti. ‘This was only an Artifice 
to gain time; and thus they made no Diffi- 

culty of fee ming to accept of their Propofiti- 
on. At the Time. to found them, and make 
them throw off the Mask, they offer’d the 
Prince of Baden. Fablonowski reye&ted him, 
becaufe he was propos’d by Lubormiski. The Bie 
fhop of Plosko, returning from War/aw, whi- 
ther he had been to talk over this Matter with 
Abbé Polignac, to confound Fablonowski the 
more, declar’d in Favour of the Prince of Ba- 
den. The Palatines were highly difpleas’d at 
thefe new Propofals; but Pains were taken to 
make them comprehend, that they were wad 
“e 
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ed with no other View, than to expofe the op- 
pofite Party: Thefe Excufes, however, were 
not fatisfactory to them, and they call’d out 
loudly upon the Primate to put an End to the 
Election. 

“¢ The Prelate was upon the Point of giving 
the Benediction, when a Letter was put into 
his Hands from the Bifhop of Cujavia. He 
read it loud enough to be heard by thofe who 
ftood near him. In this Letter the Bifhop of 
Cujavia threatned a Sciflion of forty Compa- 
nies in Favour of Saxony, in cafe they nomina- 
ted the Prince of Conti; affuring’ the Cardinal 
notwithftanding, that he would in no wife 
have encroach’d upon the Rights of his Pri- 
macy, if he had not been compell’d to it by 
Force. 

“ The Nobility, enraged at the Stiffnefs of an 
Handful of obftinate Pcople, redoubled their 
Importunities to have this great Affair brought 
to a Conclufion. And the Primate at laft, be- 
ing no longer able to refift their prefling In- 
ftances, declar’d (on the 27th of Fune) that 
the Republick made Choice of Francis Lewis 
de Bourbon, Prince of Conti, to be King of Po- 
Jand and Great Duke of Lithuania. 

** The oppofite Party not daring to ftir, for 
fear of being cut to Pieces by the greater Num- 
ber, waited till the Multitude was difperfed ; 
and then the Bifhop of Cujavia with forty Com- 
panies, being under no farther Apprehenfion, 
nominated Frederick Auguftus, Elector of Saxo- 
ny, King of Poland, and Grand Duke of Li- 
thuania. ‘This News was brought to the Car- 
dinal, as he was returning to his Palace, after 
having fung Ze Deum in the Church of St. Fobn 
at Warfaw. He was advifed to ufe violent 


« Methods 














2 ch CP ¢é 


i el ee ee ee 


- FF Fr 2S oe 





i Art. 3. the Republick of Letters. 49 


| “© Methods againft the Mutineers; but his natu-. 
| © ral Mildnets diverted him faom it. 


“ The Bifhop of Cuyavia having fung Ze Deum 


_ © upon the Place of Ele@tion, came to Warfaw, 


“* where he repeated that Ceremony inthe Church 


 “ of St. ohn; and being defirous to obferve, 


“ in Shew at leaft, all the Rules that were ufual 


| © in an Aétion of that Confequence, he took 
_ © great Care to make Reparation for a Fault, 
| “ which he had committed through. overmuch 
© Hafte, in nominating the Eleétor out of the 
_ © Eleétoral Camp. He returned thither early the 


“© next Morning, and repeated the Nomination, 
“© as if that Step could have fet all right. And 
“ Jaftly, to give the finifhing Stroke to what he 
“6 was about, he adminiftred the Oath, for ob- 
“ ferving the Pata Conventa, to. the Chevalier 


_ © Fleming by fix o’Clock, who took upen him- 


* felf the Character of Envoy Extraordinary.” 
Thus the Bufinefs of the Ele&tion (if it can be 


| fo called) ended in the Field: I have nothing to 


do with the Steps that were taken afterwards in 


_ Confequence of it. It appears obvioufly by the 


whole Story, that Saxony was.not the Choice of,, 


_ the Republick; and it is no lefs evident from all 
, the Circumftances of the Affair, that their Ele&ti- 
_ on (as they term it) is a mere Farce, that has in- 


deed the Name,. but, fcarcely even the Shadow of 


Liberty; and. that, morally {peaking, they. nei-. 
_ ther do nor can chufe at all; but inftead of giving 
_ themfelves a King, as they vainly dream, muft al- 


ways have one impos’d upon them, as was doubt- 


_ lefly the Cafe here. Yet this wretched Neceffi- 
ty they hug, becaufe it’s difguifed with the Title 


| of Freedom; and fear nothing fo much as the 


Lofs of it, which would be the greateft Blefling 


| that could befal them. 


I have 
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I have quoted the foregoing Paragraphs of this 
Treatife verbatim, that the Reader may form a 
true Notion of the Genius and Stile of it, as well 
as be entertained with an agreeable Amufement: 
and for the fame Purpofe I fhall here further add 
the Character of the late King uguffus, with 
which our Author terminates his Hiftory. 

“ This Prince, fays he, dreaded in Poland, fF 
€ and ador’d in Saxony, was like the Roman Em- 
“¢ peror, whofe Name he bore, polite, affable, 
“¢ and obliging; he lov’d and protected Arts and 
“ Sciences. But, like Augufius, he was better 
“ qualified to make his People tafte the Peafures 
“¢ of Peace, than to procure them Glory by the 
“6 Succe(fs of his Arms. Cautious, and even fear- 
*¢ ful in Profperity, he bore the greateft Shocks 
“S of Adverfity with Refolution. Full of Cle- 
<¢ mency and Moderation, he regain’d the Throne 


« only to pardon his moft mortal Enemies. In-. 


“¢ ftruéted by Misfortunes, after his fecond com- 
“ing to the Crown, he fo far complied with 
«¢ the Temper of a jealous Republick, as to re- 
“move his deareft Friends from the Preferments 
“¢ he had given them. He deferved the Love of 
“¢ the Poles, and he had only their Indifference or 


«¢ Hatred.” 
ART I- 


+ For fear of his forcing them to be quiet and happy, by 
laying the proud and tyrannous Nobility under proper Re- 
ftraints, and changing their tumultuous elective Conititution 
into an hereditary Government. Thefe Alterations were 
very confiftent with their continuing a free People, or rather 
are neceffary to their becoming fo. 
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ned to read them carefully in the Or; 
| gain, if he could) from themfelves an Increafe of 
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A Pararurase and critical GComMeEN- 
TARY on the Prophecy of Jory. By 
Samuel Chandler. London: Printed for 
J. Noon, at the White Hart ;' R. Hett, 
at the Bible and Crown; and J. Gray, at 
the Crofs-Keys in the Poultry... 1735. 
Quarto. Pagg. 160. 


HIS Piece is addrefs’d to the World as a 
Specimen of the Author’s intended Com- 


| mentary on (at leaft) all the prophetick Books of 
» the Old Teftament, if this, his firft Effay, proves 
acceptable. The Defign of all is, by clearing up 


the Meaning of thefe divine Oracles, to contri- 
bute his utmoft Affiftance tow’rds ftrengthning 


the Caufe of Chriftianity, and eftablifhing the 


Profeffors of it in their moft holy Faith. 
In order effectually to accomplifh this excel- 
lent Purpofe, by difperfing the Darknefs and Ob- 
{curity that feems to run through all the Prophe- 
cies, and by fupplying the Inconneétion that ‘ap- 
pears in the feveral Parts of them, as they ftand 
in our Tranflation, this learned Writer determi- 
gina 1A to 
Light and Knowledge, which he might after- 
wards refleét back on them, for their fuller Ilu- 
itration and Difplay of theit Infpiration and Au- 
2 thority. 
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thority. The Attempt fucceeded to his With, 
and he conceived that by confulting the original 
Language, the Chaldee-Paraphrafes, the Oriental 
and Greek Verfions, and fome of the beft Fewi/h 
Commentators and Criticks,; he underftood many 
things that before appeared unintelligible, or en- 
tirely confufed. He often found the Conneétion 
juft and ftrong, the Tranfitions natural, the Fi- 
gures lively and beautiful; fach as may bé vindi- 
cated by the beft claffical’ Writers : and what is 
more, the Prophecies exprefs, the Accomplifhment 
of them clear, and the Defcriptions of Countries, 
and Cuftoms of People fpoken of, exact, and 
fuch as are confirm’d by the beft Writers of An- 
tiquity. 

On thefe Accounts, Mr. Chandler fays, the firft 
Tedioufnefs. of the Study foon wore off, and the 
Labour he found neceffary to perfeé& his Under- 
taking became his Entertainment and Delight; 
and as the fearching thefe ancient Records is re- 
commended by our Saviour and his Apoftles to 
Chriftians, he foon refolved upon giving them the 
little Affiftance he was able towards doing it with 
Satisfaction and Profit. This gave Rife to the 
Paraphrafe, which he has made as fhort and eafy 
as poflible, and which he has all along formed up- 
on the plain and literal Interpretation of the ori- 
ginal Text. Of this he has given a new Tranfla- 
tion, becaufe he thought it, in many Places, high- 
‘ypraper and neceflary to vindicate his Paraphrafe 
of it. 

He has ufed (as he tells us) in this Work, the 
Affiftance both of ancient and modern Interpret- 
ers, from whom he has never varied but when he 
found it needful; or fervilely followed for the 
Sake of Party or Principles, but’ when he has 


thought them in the right. He fubmits his cri- 
tical 
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tical Notes on Words and Things to the Cenfure 
of the Learned, afluring them he will be thankful 
to fuch as fhall candidly inform him of any Er- 
rors which may be found in this Performance ; 
and obliged to all that will communicate to him 
their Remarks upon any Paflages of thefe Scrip- 
tures, that may be fubfervient to the Defign he 
has already mentioned of commenting on the o- 
ther Parts of them. 

This is the Subftance of our Author’s general 
Preface ; which is followed by a particular one 
to Jorex. [t contains an Inquiry into the pre- 
cife Time when he delivered his Prophecy. An 
Epoch which Mr. Chandler apprehends it no very 
eafy (and he might have added no very important) 
matter to fettle. However, he has colleéted here 
the Opinions of St. Ferome, Kimchi, the Compi- 
ler of Seder Olam, Lightfoot, Grotius, and Vitrin-~ 
ga, concerning it. ‘The Obfervations of this laft 
Expofitor have fo much feeming Weight, that 
they once inclined him to give into his Hypo- 
thefis, and were the Reafon he attempted to ex- 
plain the Prophecy of Foe/ firft: But fome Confi- 
derations fuggefted by Bochart, have fince caufed 
him to alter his Judgment, and go into a different 
Sentiment; which he lays open to the Reader in 
the Sequel of this Introduction. At the End of 
it he acquaints us, ** That whereas the Copies of 
“ this Book of Foe/, which our Tranflators fol- 
“ low, have divided it into three Chapters only, 
“ he has chofen to divide it into four, making 
“¢ the third Chapter to begin at the 28th Verte 
“© of the fecond, as it ftands in our Bibles ; (be- 
“ caufe the Prophecy of the Spirit is a peculiar 
“ and diftiné Subjeét, which has but little rela- 
‘© tion to what goes before, or cornes after) and 
“¢ the fourth to begin where our third now doth.” 
JANUARY 1736. D The 
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The Work proeeeds in this Order : 
I. A new Verfion of Feel in four Chapters, 
each preceded by afummary Account of the Con- 


tents of it ; with a Paraphrafe thereon in oppo- 
fite Columns : Thus, 


Sat ts fs - Seman: 


This Prophecy begins with threatning the In- 
habitants of Feru/alem, and the Land ot Fudab, 
&c. 

TExtT. PARAPHRASE. 


1. Thisis the Meflage of 

Ver.1. The Word Jenovaunto the [nhabi- 

of JeEHovAH, which tants of Feru/alem, and the 

came to Foel, the People of Fudah, which 

Son of Pethuel. came by Revelation to Foel 
the Son of Pethuel. 

2. Hear this, O 2. Hear O ye old Men, 
ye old Men, ‘and and give Attention to what 
give ear all ye Inha- J am now {peaking in the 
bicantsof the Land: Name of your God; and 
Haththisthing hap- hearken all ye Inhabitants 
pened in your Days, ofthe Land of udab: hath 
or in the Days of any fuch ftrange Calamity 
your Fathers? as this with which I now 

threaten you, happened in 
your Country, cither in your 
own Days, or thofe of your 
Forefathers, ever fince ye 
poffeffed the Land of Ca- 
naan ? 


After the Paraphrafe, which is continued ac- 
cording to the foregoing Sample, there enfues, 

If. A Commentary on each Chapter, contain- 
ing a critical or doctrinal Explication of every 
Verfe of them, in this manner, CHAP. 
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Cuap. Il. 


Ver.1. Blow ye the Trumpet.] ** + The 
‘Trumpet was uled on various Occafions amongtt 
the Fews ; particularly for calling the People to- 
gether, and for the Journeyings of their Camps, 
Numb. x.2. They were ufed by way of rejoi- 
cing in their Feafts and new Moons, Levit. xxii. 
24. and what is more directly to our purpofe, 
they were blown to give Notice of approaching 
Danger, Hof. v. 8. Amos ii.6. And thus the 
Prophet commands the Trumpet here to be blown 
as a Signal for the immediate Approach of the 
Locufts ; and as Kimchi on the Place obferves, to 
excite the Hearts of the People to Repentance. 
The fame Thing is intended by the Hebrew Word 
following the foregoing, which fignifies tomake 
a great Noife, either with the Voice, as Ezra iii. 
11. or with Inftruments, as Numb. x.9. ‘The 
latter is meant in the Place before us, and is well 
render’d in our Verfion, Sound the Alarm, to a- 
waken their Attention, and excite their Fear, 
Amos ui. 6. Fe. 

The laft Part of the Treatife is, 

IWI. A Differtation concerning the Prophecy 
of Foel, Chapter III. 

As this Prophecy is cited by the Apoftle Peter, 
and the Effufion of the Spirit at the Feaft of Pex- 
tecoft is {aid to be that which was [poken by the 
Prophet Joc\, déts ii. 16. it may not beimproper, 
our pet aw fays, to enter into a more particular 
Explication of it, than he had given in his Notes; 
becaufe he thinks it literally fulfilled by that E- 

D 2 vent 
t Inthe Commentary itfelf, the Hebrew anfwering to the 
foregoing Words, is inferted immediately after ’em, as the 


two Afferic’s are here. Our Author obferves the fame Me- 
thod throughout. 
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vent to which the Apoftle refers it, and by that 
only ; and becaufe he does not find that it hath 
been fully ftated and fettled by any Writer that 
hath fallen into his Hands. And that he may dif- 
courfe of it more fully, he endeavours, 


]. To confider and explain the Nature of it. 
And 
Il. To thew the exaét Accomplifhment of it, 


by the pouring out of the Spirit on the Apoftles, 
and firft Converts to the Chriftian Faith. 


* With reference to the firft of thefe, he ob- 
ferves, that this Prophecy confifts of three Parts. 
1. The Bleffing prophefied of. 2. The Perfons 
to whom it fhould be granted. And, 3. The 
Time to which the Prophecy relates, and the 
a attending it. 

. The Blefling here prophefied of, is the 
anton out of the Spirit, and the granting of 
Prophecies, Dreams and Vifions. Mr. Chandlev 
fays fomething upon each of thefe. He confiders 
the various Acceptations of the Spirit of God, in 
the Old Teftament, with the feveral Effects and 
Operations, which are attributed thereto ; from 
all which, he thinks it generally means, “ The 
“¢ powerful Influences of God upon the Minds 
“ of Men, exciting them toa Variety of Acti- 
“¢ ons, upon particular Occafions and Emergen- 
“¢ cies, and conveying to them efpecially the Gift 
“¢ of Prophecy, in all the various Kinds and De- 


tn) 


“¢ orees of it.” And ’tis in this general Senfe he | 


underftands the Words of the Prophecy before 


us ; / will pour out my Spirit ; “* as comprehend- | 
*¢ ing the various Influences of God upon the | 


“¢ Minds of Men, which appeared in a great Va- 
** riety of Gifts and Powers, which were vouch- 
2 “ fafed 
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» © fafed to the holy Prophets of former Ages; and 
7 ‘¢ not as denoting a particular Sort or Species of 
‘* Prophecy ; becaufe all Prophecy, by whatfo- 
“ ever Method it was communicated, was from 
(| “ the fame Spirit, theJimmediate Gift of God, by 
) his powerful Impreffions on the Imaginations 
‘© or Minds of Men. Such divine Influences, 
“¢ as he adds, are by no Means either an impofli- 
9 |) ‘© ble or an improbable Suppofition. The Hea- 
» || “ thensthemfelvesfeem to have believed them giv- 
‘© enupon extraordinary Occafions. — Nor can it 
“© ever be reafonably denied, that God can make 
- |  fuch Impreffions when he pleafes, nor prov’d to 
ss |) “ be inconfiftent with the Notion of a Provi- 
. “© dence, that he fhould do it upon extraordinary 
le © Occafions.” 
ie The next thing included in the Blefling pre 
didted is Prophecy. This is the Effect of the “es 
© |) omer, The Spirit of God. The Word Prophecy, 











of our Author remarks, is of a large Signification, 
oY and takes in whatfoever was at any time faid un- 
1S 


TS || der the divine Impreffion or Impulfe. 
- After this, Vifions and Dreams are mentioned, 
*¢ which were owing to the divine Impuife, and 


 & by which the Will of God was often convey’d 
he *¢ to the Prophet, by him to be reprefented to 
ds © the People ; according to that of God himfelf 
t= “© to Aaron and Miriam: Hear now my Words, 
n- “ &c. Numb. xii. 6,7.” As thefe Words feem 
if€ |) to give us the Original of Prophecy, and fet be- 
e- |) fore us the Difference between Mo/es and the 
he | Prophets who came after him, our Author thinks 
ore it no way foreign to his Purpofe, to enter into a 
id= | _ particular Explication of them, elpecially as there 
the is fome Difficulty in them. This he does at large, 
f - | and with a great Appearance of Learning. 
ch- | 
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Before he quite difmiffes this Argument of 
Dreams and Vifions, be difcuffes a very nice and 
curious Inquiry, viz. ** How it was poflible to 
“ diftinguith fuch as were divine, from thofe 
“ which were zatural, and the mere Effects of 
“© the human Imagination.” In order to the 
clearing up this delicate and important Point, he 
takes it for granted, 


1. That the Minds of all Men are open to the 


divine Influence, to make what Impreflion on 
them he pleafes. The Poffibility of this will 
hardly be difputed by any; and therefore, 

2. That being allowed, the Probability or Cer- 
tainty of it, can only be argued from fuch Cir- 
cumftances as render it highly fit and expedi- 
ent, worthy the divine Perfeétions, and fuitable 
to the Ends of the divine Government. For in 
Cafes of no Importance, one cannot imagine that 
God would ever vouchfafe them. Now the 
Scripture Accounts of the feveral Revelations 
made by God, either by Dreams or Vifions, or 
any other Methods, will appear with great Pro- 
priety and Dignity. As for Inftance, To our firft 
Parents immediately after their Creation; to 
Cain; to Noah; to <Abrabam, Lfaac, Jacob, 
Mofes, &c. And when Chriftianity (a new Re- 
ligion) was to be introduc’d, and eftablifhed in 
the: World, to the Apoftles and primitive Fol- 
lowers of the Meffiah, who were to plant and 
propagate it. — 

So that though Revelation by Dreams and Vi- 
fions, and other Methods, may feem fomewhat 
very extraordinary, yet, as our Author fays, if any 
one will ferioufly confider the Periods of Time, 
and the fpecial Occafions on which it was vouch- 
fafed, (and which he has taken fome Pains to il- 
luftrate in the above-mentioned Inftances ) he 
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will fee evident Marks of the Wifdom and Care 
of God in the particular Seafons when it was 
granted; and acknowledge that thofe divine Com- 
munications were not more extraordinary than the 
Occafions which required them. Bur, 

3. Upon the Suppofition (as he goes on) that 
fuch Revelations from God have been expedient, 
and at any time vouchfafed, there muft have been 
fome Way by which the Perfons to whom they 
were made, were aflured that they really were 
from God, and not either the Illufions of their 
own Imagination, or Impreffions from evil and 
deceitful Spirits. Our Author thinks there were 
but four Ways of granting thefe Communicati- 
ons, mentioned in the Old Teftament, viz. by 
fome vifible Appearances to Perfons fully awake, 
by a Voice without any Appearance, by Vifions, 
or by Dreams. He defcants upon each of thefe. 
Under the firft Species he ranks the Shechinah ; 
“© and this Glory (fays he) unqueftionably was 
°¢ of fuch a Nature, asto leave noroom for Doubt 
“ but that the Voice which came from it, was 
“¢ from God.” Accordingly he apprehends there is 
little or no Difficulty in this Matter. With re- 
fpeét to the fecond, that is, the mere Voice, it was 
known to be from the Lord, he fays, fometimes 
by the Nature of the thing [poken, and its immedi- 
ate coming to pafs. This is illuftrated by Inftan- 
ces out of Scripture: I fhall cite only one; ‘* The 
“ firft Revelation, as Mr. Chandler remarks, 
“¢ that was made to Samuel, was by a Voice, in 
‘© which there appears to have been nothing aw- 
‘© ful or extraordinary; becaufe Samuel imagined 
“¢ it to have been Ei’s. But at laft, God decla- 
“© red who he was, and foretold the Deftruction 
“© of the Family of Ei. And tho’ Samuel and 
“ Eli {eem to have been fatisfied the Meffage re- 
D 4 “ ceived 
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“° ceived was from God; yet, that there might 
“ be no doubt of it, Samuel’s Predictions came 
“to pals; and the Lord was with him, and did 
“° Jet none of his Words fall to the Ground. So that 
© ai] Mrael knew that he was eftablifhed to be @ 
“© Prophet of the Lord, t Sam. ili. 19, 20.” 

Sometimes the awful Circumftances attending 
God’s Voice were fufficient Proofs of its being 
truly fo. ‘¢ That uttered to Elijah was preceded 
“ by a Whirlwind, Earthquake, and Fire, which 
“ fufficiently proclaim’d the Majefty of the 
“ Speaker, 1 Aiwgs xix. 11,12. Sometimes the 
“¢ Voice proceeded from the Heavens, to Perfons 
“¢ ata great Diftance from all others, and there- 
“¢ by was juftly accounted fupernatural; as in the 
“ Cafe of the Angel of the Lord calling to Ha- 
“¢ car, and another time to Abraham, Gen. xxi. 
6 17. and xxil. 11, 1f.” Several other Tokens 
of this Nature are enumerated, which, to ufe our 
Author’s own Words, “ are fufficient to let us 
“© fee that God hath a Variety of Ways by which 
“he can fpeak to Men, and make them abfo- 
“ lutely certain, that ’tis he who fpeaks, either 
“¢ in Perfon or by his Meffengers, and not ano- 
“ ther. *Tis indeed great Weaknefs to queftion, 
“¢ whether he who gave Men their Organs of 
“© Speech, and Ears to hear, cannot himfelf caufe 
“¢ them to hear, and convey Sounds to them with 
“¢ fuch Diftinétnefs and Force, as that they fhall 
*¢ know ’tis the Voice of God and not of Man, 
<¢ and underftand what ’tis his Pleafure fhould be 
*° convey’d to them.” 

Astothethird Sort of Infpiration, viz. by Dreams, 
it may poflibly be difficult, as Mr. Chandler al- 
lows, to lay down any certain Rules for diftin- 
guifhing fuch as are divine from thofe which are 
merely natural. And it may be fufficient to 
fay 
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fay in general, ** That there is no room to doubt, 


66 
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“ 


but that God who is intimately prefent with 
the Minds of Men, can make Impreflions, as 
he pleafes, on them, when they are afgeep; and 
that when fuch Impreflions are made by _ his 
Power, he can put the Mind into that State, 
which Men are in when they are fure and cer- 
tain of any thing, and fo fully fatisfied as to 
leave no Degree of Doubt.” But may there 


not (as he asks). alfo be fome rational Methods 
of diftinguifhing divine Dreams from merely 
natural ones? He anfwers, Yes; ‘* The latter feem 
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almoft always to have fome Degree of Indi- 
ftinétnefs and Confufion, that plainly difcover 
them to be Effeéts of Imagination, not regu- 
larly under the Conduét of right Reafon. 
Whereas in divine Dreams, it’s probable the 
Impreflion is made on the reafonable Powers 
themfelves, and all that pafles in the Mind is 
diftinét and clear, without any Confufion of 
Thought, or odd Combination of fantattical 
and chimerical Ideas. And being thus {tripp’d 
of every Circumftance of this Kind that ufu- 
ally attends merely natural Dreams, they may 
the more reafonably be concluded to be divine.” 


And this, as he adds, we fhall find to be the Cafe 
with almoft all the divine Dreams recorded i 
Scripture; many of which are here particulati- 
zed. 


But it will be natural to ask, as our Author 


goes on, how Vifions themfelves could be known 
to be from God? He replies, ** There can be 
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44 
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little Difficulty as to thofe Vifions or Appear- 
ances, which were prefented to Perfons full a- 
wake, and in entire Pofleffion of their Reafon and 
Senfes. They oftentimes carried their own E- 
vidence and Conviction with them. Thus it 
“° was 








62 The Prefent State of Art. 4. 


“ was impoflible for 4brabam not to know at laft 
“© that the three Perfons whom he entertain’d 
“6 were more than Men, both from the Conver- 
“¢ fation he had with them, and the Glory that 
“¢ one of them appeared with; as feems likely 
“ from the Expreflion, Gen. xviii. 22. That A- 
“ bram ffood before the Lord, 1.e. the Shechinab, 
*¢ or the Habitation of the Glory and Majefty of 
“© God. In like manner, how could Mo/es doubt 
“© who it was that appeared to him, when he 
“ faw the burning Bufh, and heard the Voice out 
“ of it declaring, L am the God of thy Fathers, 
6¢ Exod. it. 2.” And as to Vifions of Perfons in 
Sleep, ** Thefe oftentimes feem to have been fo 
“¢ exceeding grand and awful, as to leave no 
*¢ Doubt upon the Mind, whether they were not 
“ the Effect of a divine Impreffion, as in the In- 
“ ftances of Micaiah, 1 Kings xxii.17, &c. J- 
& /aiab the Prophet, J/a. vi. 1. Daniel x. 8, 16. 
“© and others.” 

However, as Mr. Chandler remarks, could we 
in no manner account for thefe things, ’tis fuffici- 
ent to fatisfy any reafonable Mind to fay, ** That 
“ as God hath the Imaginations and reafonable 
«© Powers of Men abfolutely under his Command, 
“© he can influence them as he pleafes, and move 
“ them in fuch a manner, as fhall infallibly and 
abfolutcly convince the Perfon moved, that he 
‘6 is under a divine Impreflion or Impulfe.” 

Thefe Speculations are not mere Curiofities, 
they are of real Ufe for fettling the Foundations 
of reveal’d Religion: ’tis for that Reafon I take 
fome Pains to conneét them, and allow them fo 
large a Place in this Article. This is a Subject on 
which Mr. Chandler may exercife a very great 
Genius; and if he can clear and fettle it, he will 
do the Church both Service and Honour. But 
It’s 


o 


‘ 


o 


































a 


bet o 
ina 


ee ee ee 


=. tiji._ iii: -. oo one Se fe se. Se. eee Bee ee oe 














Art. 4. the Republick of Letters. 63 


it’s time to proceed with him to the fecond thing 
he propos’d, relating to the Nature of this Pro- 
phecy, viz. 

' 2. The Perfons to whom it immediately re- 
ferr’d, and to whom the Bleflings promifed in it 
fhould be granted. This Head is copioutly in- 
fifted on; { fhall endeavour to contract the moft 
material Parts of it into a narrow Compals. 

The predicted Effufion of the Divine Spirit 
was to be upon all Flefh; not upon the Zews on- 
ly, but upon the Gentiles allo. However, by ail 
Flefo is not meant every Individual amongft Man- 
kind, but only Perfons of every Age and Con- 
dition; for thus it follows by way of Explica- 
tion: Your Sons and your Daughters fhall prophefy ; 
your old Men foall dream Dreams, your young Men 
foall fee Vifions, and upon the Servants and Hand- 
maids will I pour out my Spirit: By which Expref- 
fion, all Ranks and States of Mankind are evi- 
dently denoted, and the Senfe of the foregoing 
general Words plainly limited to them. The 
Stile of it is fuch as might give the Zews Af- 
furance they were by no means excluded from be- 
ing Partakers of thefe Gifts and Illuminations; 
and at the fame time prevent their arrogating them 
to themfelves exclufively. In the former Part of 
the Words the Particle Yours, four times repeated, 
refers to the Jews, tho’ not fo as to exclude thofe 
who are intended by the Expreflion of ail Flefh; 
whereas in the latter Part that Affix is entirely 
omitted, to fhew that the Promife extended not 
only to Bond and Free in Fudea, but even to Per- 
fons of the meaneft Condition, in all Places, and 
amongft all Nations whatfoever. We are now 
to regard, 


3. The 
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3. The Seafon when this promifed Effufion of 
the Spirit was to be accomplifhed. And it is 
plain from the Prophecy itfelf, that it was to pre- 
cede, and yet tobe nearly coincident with, what 
Foel calls The great and terrible day of the Lord ; 
1. e.that Time which was to be rendered remark- 
able by the Execution of fome fignal Vengeance: 
— And what thefe dreadful Events fhould be, is 
particularly defcribed. Such asa vaft Slaughter 
of Men, and the Conflagration of Cities, from 
the Flames of which fuch Pillars of Smoke were 
to afcend, as fhould intercept the very Beams of 
the Sun, and caufe the Moon to appear reddifh 
as Blood. ** Plain Defcriptions thefe of the dreads 
“© ful Calamities of War, and of the Deftruétion 
“¢ that was to be brought on ¢hat Nation, to 
“¢ which the Prophecy * refers.” 

But during this awful Seafon there fhould be 
Mercy mix’d with Judgment, and an Efcape for 
fome, that fhould avoid the general Deftruction. 
Thus God him({elf declared, that iz Mount ‘Zion 
and Jerufalem, there fhould be an Efcape. And 
thefe were to be all fuch as called on the Name of 
the Lord, his true Worfhippers, who fhould be 
found in that City when it fhould be given up to 
Defolation. However, this Deliverance was not 
to be confined to them, but to be extended too- 
thers, viz. Zo the reft or remnant whom God fhould 

call. 


* What Prophecy ? If that of the pouring out of the Spi- 
rit, it has been proved elaborately by our Author, ( in the 
very Page thefe Words are cited frork) to refer to the Gentiles 
as fully as to the Fes themfelves ; therefore thefe Calamities 
of War, and this Deftruction, fhould, according to his Rea- 
foning, refer, not to the Fews alone, to whom he would now 
appropriate them, but to the Gentiles likewife, If one laysa 
due Emphafis on that Nation, and, at the fame time, confi- 
ders the foregoing Argument, the Refleftion in that Light, 
has (I think) fome Appearance of Inconfiltency. 
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call. ‘* A remarkable Expreflion, Mr. Chandler 
“¢ obferves, and pointing out fomething very pe- 
© culiar in the Circumf{tances of thofe who are 
“© intended hereby.” He compares it with a Paf- 
fage of L/aiah lv. 5. which evidently, he fays, 
relates to the Converfion of the Gentiles to the 
true God, as is plain, fromthe foregoing Verfe ; 
which he paraphrafes in a manner | own I don’c 
underftand, any more than the Ufe of his Com- 
parifon, or the Juftnefs of the following Paral- 
lel +: “In like manner, fayshe, during this great 
“and terrible Day of the Lord, all the true 
“ Worfhippers of God fhould be delivered from 
“ the Deftruction of Ferufalem ; not only thofe 
“© who dwelt in that City, buc all of them eve- 
‘© ry where ; the Remnant, the remaining few 
“ of the Fews, whom the Lord fhould call, i.e. 
“ who fhould become Converts to the true Reli- 
*¢ sion, and yield themlelves the willing Subjects 
* of the Lord. This is avery remarkable Sign 
“ and Charadteriftick of the Time here fpoken 
‘ of.” And this leads him to fhew, 

II. The exact and full Accomplifhment of this 
Prophecy, by the pouring out of the Holy Spirit 
on the Apoftles and firft Converts to Chriftiani- 
ty. “ For thus St. Peter affirms, 7s ii. 16, €fc. 
“ This is that which was fpoken by the Pr ophet 
“© Joel: ud it fhall come to pafs in the laft days, 
“ faith God, I will pour out my [pirit upon all flefh, 
© &c.” But before he fhews the Truth of the 
Application of this Prophecy, he thinks it not 
amifs to take notice of the Difference there is be- 

tween 

+ I have often and carefully read ove the 126th Page of the 
Work, in which thefe Things are contained, and as [ have 

far greater Reafon to diftruft my own Capacity than the Judg- 
ment of Mr. Chandler, I am willing to believe, it is owing 


to the Dulnefs of my Apprehenfion only, that they appear 
to me after all with fo much Confufion and Obfcurity. 







































66 The Prefent State of Art. 4. 


tween the Words as cited by the Apoftle, and as 
they lie in the Hebrew Original; though, as he 
adds, the Difference is not very material, and 
makes no Alteration in the Senfe of the Prophe- 
ey. For this very Reafon I'll trouble my Rea- 
der with no farther Account of it, but pafs on to 
what is the main Bufinefs under this Head, that 
is, to point out the precife Time of the Fulfil- 
ment of this noted Prediétion. And (covered o- 
ver with the ufual Load of Criticifm and Au- 
thorities, that darkens and encumbers almoftt all 
thofe Commentaries on the facred Scriptures, 
which are pretended to facilitate the Underftand- 
ing of them) all I can find any way conducive to 
this, is comprifed within the Compafs of the en- 
fuing Paragraphs. 

The Prophecy evidently relating to Perfons of 
all Nations, Sexes, Ranks, and Conditions, even 
the meaneft not excepted, no Time can be pro- 
duced for its Completion, but this, to which the 
Apoftle, as above-mentioned, refers it. ‘* For 
“6 then it was indeed, that in exaét Conformity 
“ to the Beginning of this famous Promife, J zwi// 
“° pour out my {pirit upon all fle/o, the miraculous 
“ Gifts of it were conferred with an unparallel’d 
“* Bounty.” 

Firft on the Zews ; for to them pertained the 
Adoption, and the Glory, and the Covenants, and 
the Promifes, Rom. ix. 4. But inafmuch as the 
Promife was not only to them and their Children, 
but, as Foe! expreffes it, to all Flefh , oy as St. 
Peter affirms, Zo all that are afar off, even to as 
many as the Lord our God fhall call, Acts ii. 39. 
Hence, as the Gofpel fpread itfelf, and was re- 
ceived by others out of thelr Enclofure, the Spi- 
rit alfo was beftowed on thefe foreign Converts, 
as the Witnefs of their being now likewile by 
Adoption 
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Adoption the Children of God.—It feems to have 
been fhed upon the firft Profelytes indifcriminate- 
ly, in any City or Nation: Of this both the 
Ads and the Epiffles of St. Paul furnifh us with 
a great Variety ot Inftances *. 

And as the Spirit was thus indifferently poured 
out upon the Converts of all Nations, fo was it 
upon Converts of all Ranks and Conditions, even 
upon the Menfervants and Maidfervants, the bond 
as well free. ‘* Now how exaétly do thefe 
‘¢ Things coincide with Yoel ? His Prediétion is 
‘* as exprefs, and thefe Accomplifhments of it as 
“© clear as Words can make them.”’ 

But for the farther Elucidation of this Point; 
our Author defcends to a particular Confideration 
of the Gifts themfelves fpoken of by Foe/, to e- 
vince the precife Correfpondence of them with 
thofe conferr’d under the Gofpel Difpenfation. 
“ Befides the pouring out of the Spirit, which 
“¢ is a general Expreflion including ail the various 
“ Gifts of it ; and Prophecy, which is of an ex- 
“¢ tenfive Signification; there are two fpecial 
© ‘Ways of divine Communication mentioned by 
*¢ the Prophet as what fhould take Place in the 
latter Days, viz. Dreams and Vifions; of both 
which we have Inftances enough in the New 
Teftament ||, to prove the Frequency of them 
in the apoftolic Age.” 


£4 
74 
CC 
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But 


* Our Author alledges them in a very inftructive Order 
and Connection. As, 1. That of the Samaritans, AAs viii. 
15,317. 2. Of Cornelius, Ads x. 24, 33, 34. 3. Of the 
idolatrous Gentiles themfelves, 44s xv. 8. compared with 
Romans xv. 16. See alfo, As xili. 52. xix.6. Rom. xii. 6. 
1 Cor. ni. 4. &F¢. ; 

t See to this Purpofe, 1 Cor. xii. 13. Ga/. iii. 14, 28, 29. 
compared ; and Co/o/. ili. 11. 

| Matt. i. 20. the ii. 13. and ii. 12. As xvi. g. xviii. 


§ 9,10. XXvi, 23,24. ix. 10, &¢. x. 3,10. 2 Cor. xil.t. 
{ REY. 1, 10. 
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But befides thefe, there were many other Gifts 
of the Spirit conferred, agreeable to the plain 
Prediction of Zoel. The fulleft Account we 
have of them is 1 Cor. xii. 4, €fc. viz. “ The 
°° Word of Wifdom. Faith. Gifts of Healing. 
“ DVorking of Miracles. Prophecy. Difcernment 
“ of Spirits. Different Kinds of Tongues. Inter- 
“ pretation of Tongues. Teachers. “Helps. Go- 
“° veruments, and Evangelifis.” Mr. Chandler ex- 
patiates uponall thefe in their Order. He examines 
the Senfe of others about them, and then propo- 
fes his own. With refpect to the firft, Tue 
W orp or Wispom, he is inclined to think, “ir 
“¢ was nothing more than that Knowledge of 
“ God and Chrift, which was communicated by 
© the Preaching of the Gofpel to the firft Chri- 
“¢ {tian Converts; and which was primarily and 
“ principally granted to the Apoftles, who had 
“ the Spirit of Chrift given to them, to bring 
6 ll things to their Remembrance, and ¢o lead 
“© them into allTruth, that they might be capable 
“ of propagating the Religion of Chrift amongft 





“¢ the Nations, and laying the Foundations of 


“¢ his Kingdom in the World.” 

He fuppofes Farru, which is another of them, 
not to mean the Belief of the Gofpel Revelati- 
on and Doétrine, as a Confequence of rational 
Conviction and Evidence; but ** fuch a full Per- 
“ fuafion of, and Truft in the divine Power and 
” Influence, as proceeded from an immediate 
“ Impreffion of the Spirit of God on the 
“© Perfon’s Mind, and was attended with fome 
“© miraculous Effect, for the better Confir- 
“* mation of the Gofpel Doétrine of Religion. 
“© Agreeable to what our Saviour promifed his 
“ Ditciples, Mart. xvii, 20.” 


Concern- 
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Concerning Prornecy he obferves, there 
were feveral Kinds of it under the New Tefta- 
ment Difpenfation: — But there is one peculiar 
Part of it fpoken of in that Book, which is very 
remarkable, and which yet, he thinks, hath been 
generally omitred by thofe Writers, who have at- 
tempted to explain this fpiritual and extraordina- 
ry Gifts; which is, ** The full Underftanding and 
** Knowledge of Myfteries; and particularly that 
“* great Myttery of preaching the Gofpel to the 
°° Gentiles.” And this he looks upon to be the 
higheft Degree of Prophecy in the Chriftian 
Church, * not only upon account of the Impor- 
“* tance of what was thereby revealed, but be- 
“¢ caufe the Gentile Church is faid to be built upon 
“° the Foundation of the Prophets, as well as upon 
“* that of the Apofiles themfelves.”’ By Prophets 
in this place he will have to be underftood, not 
(as ufually) thofe under the Law, but fuch as un- 
der the Gofpel were endowed with the Gift of 
the Spirit here fpoken of. 

This Gift was oftentimes imparted, as our Au- 
thor fays, by immediate Revelation in the very 
Affemblies of Chriftians ; and fometimes it was 
inftantly conferred upon the Converfion of any 
to the Chriftian Faith. * There were feveral 
Branches of it, diftributed to different Perfons, 
according to the Neceflities of the feveral Churches 
of Chrift, which were planted by the Apoftles, 
viz. 1. Exbortation, or, as the original Word is 
elfewhere rendered, Con/folation. 2. A Doétrine. 
3. A Pfalm or Hymn. 4..Prayer. 5. A Reve- 
lation. 6. Prophecy. ‘Thislaft, Mr. Chandler ob- 
ferves, is fpoken of in the Catalogue of Gifts, as 

JANUARY 1736. EK 

+ The foretelling of future Events; befides the lower Gifts 


of Exhortation, Comforting, and Strengthning. 
® Adts xix. 1---6. ix. 17---20. 


a di- 
































































70 The Prefent State of Art. 4. 


a diftinét thing from Prophecy in general, viz. 
as a particular Species of it. And wherein it con- 
fifted feems to be intimated by the Apoftle, 1 Cor. 
iv.24,25. ‘* Inan Ability of difcovering fuch 
“© fecret Tranfactions, Views, or Purpofes of any 
“6 Perfon, which were known only to God and 
‘* himfelf, immediately upon fuch a Perfon’s En- 
“¢ trance into the Congregation: who, when he 
© faw the Secrets of his Heart and Life thus laid 
“° open, by one or more Chriftians in the Affem- 
“¢ bly, fo that he was convicted and judged of all, 
6° could not but ftand amaz’d at the unexpeéted 
“¢ Event, and acknowledge himfelf, and report 
© to others, that God was in the midft of them of 
“ 4 Truth.” 

Another of thefe Gifts was DiscERNMENT OF 
Spirits. ‘This he apprehends with Grotius to be 
only an Ability of judging who were true or falfe 
Prophets; or what Doctrines were, or were not, 
agreeable to the Gofpel. 

Next was Dirrerent Kinps or Toncues. 
Under this Head, our Author has taken occafion to 
explain the Sentiments of St. Paul concerning the 
true Ufe and Value of this Gift, as they are fully 
exprefs’d in the xivth Chapter of his firft Epiftle 
to the Corinthians. 

As to the INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES, our 
Author fuppofes that many in the primitive Church 
were infpired with divers Languages,. that yet 
were not able, readily and properly, to explain 
what they faid in their own: This appears from 
1 Cor. kiv.13. Let him that [peaketh in an unknown 
Tongues pray that he may interpret. “ A Facility 
“< of {peaking in a Man’s own Language, is the 
“ Effect of Ufe and Experience: and with re- 
“ fpeét to this, God oftentimes feems to have left 


** Chriftians as he found them. But as the Spi- 
z ae 
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“ rit endowed any Perfon with the Knowledge 
*¢ of a foreign Language, ’tis reafonable to think 
“eit gave him full Utterance herein at the fame 
“ume; otherwife the mere Knowledge could 
*¢ have been of no Ufe in the Church, or out of 
“¢ it for the Conviction of thofe of foreign Na- 
“¢ tions. When fuch a one came into a Chriftian 
“ Affembly, not knowing the Language fpoken 
*¢ in the Congregation, fome Perfon who had the 
“* Gift of Tongues, was extraordinarily moved 
* © to preach Chrift to him in his own Language, 
“¢ and that the Congregation might not go with- 
“S out the Benefit of what was faid, that raifed 
* up another, who was enabled to interpret in 
“¢ the common Language, what was faid for the 
“¢ general Edification. This feems to be the Rule, 
>: = Came. &.” 

Thefe are the Gifts of the Spirit which may 
moft properly be termed miraculous; the others, 
viz. Teachers, Helps, Governments, and Evange- 
lifts, being, as I apprehend, of a more ordinary 
Nature. However, our Author enlarges upon 
every one of them, and draws fome Corollaries 
from the whole for the Proof and Eftablifhmenc 
of the Gofpel Revelation; an Extract of all 
which will be given in the enfuing Number. 
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Consrperations occafioned by a Paper 
in the laff Republick of Letters, concern- 
ing fome late Objektions againf} the Do- 
ftrine of Fluxions, and the different Me- 
thods that have been taken to obviate them. 
By Philalethes Cantabrigienfis. 


OON after the publication of my /econd Let- 

ter to the author of the /ualyft, in defence 
of Sir Zfaac Newton’s doctrine of Fluxions, came 
out a Di/cour/e uponthe fame fubjeét, written by 
a very ingenious and learned Gentleman ; who, 
without entring into any controverfy, has never- 
thelefs treated of the points in difpute in fuch a 
manner, as if carefully attended to, might effeétu- 
ally filence all the objections that have been made 
again(t the truth and certainty of this doétrine. 
Particularly, obferving the demonftration of Sir 
Ifaac’s fundamental rule, for finding the propor- 
tion between the Fluxions of different flowing 
quantities, to be called in queftion, and f{pecious 
exceptions raifed againft it; he has given us anew 
and mafterly demonftration of his own, not lia- 
ble to any fuch exception, but perfectly agreea- 
ble to that method of proof, which, from all 
learned antiquity, has been allowed of as per- 
feétly clear and fatisfactory. So that now, whe- 
ther Sir Z/aac Newton’s demonttration be admit- 
ted 





































an 
pc 
10) 





Am = 


\@ 


_ ae et eS 


ms 


ll 


c= 
it~ 
ed 





Art. 5. the Republick of Letters. 73 


ted as conclufive or not, the truth of his rule at 
leaft is confirmed and eftablifhed beyond all doubt 
or cavil. 

The author of this Di/courfe, upon perufal of 
my fecond Letter, perceiving the fenfe, in which 
I had explained a paflage or two of Sir J/aac New- 
ton, to na a little different from the interpretation 
he had given, and perhaps mecting with perions 
who were of opinion, that I had hit upon the 
genuine meaning of thefe paflages, has taken oc- 

cafion, in giving a very modeft and juft account 
of his own work, in the Republick of Letters, for 
Oétober lait, to interfperfe fome obfervations up- 
on the controverted paflages, in order to affert 
his own interpretation, and to overthrow that 
which I had given. 

To this piece, (for it is now become neceflary 
to {peak out, the difpute between us being hard- 
ly to be carried on any farther without quoting 
one another’s words, ) I endeavoured to give a 
clear and full 4#/wer in every particular, in the 
Republick of Letters for the following Month. And 
in fome of the points in queftion, it fhould feem, 
my anfwer gave fatisfaétion, or at leaft thofe 
points were not thought to deferve any longer 
difpute. 

But tothe reft of my A4nfwer a Reply was pub- 
lifhed in the Republick of Letters for December: 
And this Reply I now purpofe to examine, fo far 


_ as I apprehend myfelf to be concerned in it. 


It is infinuated, thut between * confidering e- 
vanefcent augments as being actually vanifhed, 
and as being of any real magnitude, I have fup- 
pofed that there can be reprefented to the mind 


) iome intermediate ftate of thefe augments at the 
) very inftant in which they vanith. 


* Republick of Letters, Decemb. 1735. p: 4375 438 
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Now, as [ cannot recollect, nor upon the moft 
careful retrofpeétion into the three pieces I have 
publifhed upon this Subject, any where difcover, 
that I have made, or given caufe to think I made, 
the fuppofition here imputed to me, or any thing 
like it ; norfo much as that I have ever joined 
this word STATE with evanelcent augments, or 
with any fuch like expreffion ; I could heartily 
wifh, that learned Writer had pointed out the palf- 
fage, where he imagines this fuppofition to be 
contained; or at leaft had told us the meaning of 
this word State, which now I can only guefs 
at, the word being his, and none of mine. 

If by this word is meant the fame thing as 
magnitude, or quantity 5 as I am greatly inclined 
to think, irom confidering what is faid in page 
446 of this Reply, that the conception of a quantity 
le/s than any whatever, has been thought pofible, 
which words feem manifeftly to relate to me ; 
then the fuppofition I am charged with, will 
ftand thus: Between confidering evanefcent aug- 
ments as being actually vanifhed, and as being of 
any real magnitude, there can be reprefentcd to 
the mind fcme intermediate magnitude of thefe 
augments at the very inftant in which they vanith. 

‘Now, to fhew, that this could be no fuppofi- 
tion, or opinion, of mine, it will be fufficient to 
cry the following paflages. 

*¢ Inthe firft place, andabove all, it is here to 
- be diligently attended to,that Sir //aac Newton no 
** where fettles or determines the magnitude of 
** nafcent or evanefcent increments, any farther 
** than to fay it is lefs than any finite quantity. 
** On the contrary, he exprefsly declares, that 
** their magnitude cannot be affigned or determined. 


*° Nor indeed has he any occafion to determine | 


66 cheiy 


* Minute Mathematician, p. 24, 25. 









































_ nu. _ - 



















Il 
T= 


of 
to 


h. 
(i. 


to 


to 
no 


er 








Art. 5. the Republickof Letters. 75 


“¢ their magnitude, but only the proportion be- 
““ tween them, this being all that is requifite in 
«¢ his method. 

*¢ Now the proportion between two evane- 
“¢ {cent increments is eafily to be conceived, tho’ 
“© the abfolute magnitude of thefe increments is 
“ utterly imperceptible to the imagination. For, €2c. 

+ “I have no bufinefs at all to confider the 

** magnitude of amoment. || Neque enim [peéta- 
“ tur, {ays Sir L/aac Newton, magnitudo momento- 
“ rum, fed prima nafcentium proportio. 1 may tell 
“¢ you farther, that the magnitude of a moment is 
“* nothing fixed nor determinate, is a quantity 
“* perpetually fleeting and altering till it vanifhes 
*¢ into nothing ; in fhort,that itis atterly unaffign- 
“¢ able.*.. Dantur ultime quantitatum evane/centiun 
** yationes, non dantur ultime magnitudines. 
* & Vanifhing quantities, though we can ea- 
fily purfue them, and, as it were, keep them 
“* in fight, all the time that they are confidered 
“* as having a finite magnitude and gradually de- 
** creafing, yet, when they arrive at the point of 
“¢ evanefcence, do at once /lip away and with- 
© draw them/elves from our conception.” 

I might here produce feveral other paflages, 
were not thefe already cited, abundantly fuffici- 
ent to fhew, that an intermediate magnitude of 
evanefcent augments, between their being actu- 
ally vanifhed, and being of a real magnitude, 
cannot, in my opinion, be reprefented to ihe mind. 

But, if by the word Stare be underftood 
the proportion of the evanefcent augments, which 
proportion I fuppofe to be different in the point 


E 4 or 


ce 


L 


+ Ibid. p. 55, 56. 
| Princip. Lib. II. Lemm.2. +. Princip. Lib. I. Seét. 1. 
Schol. 
* Republick of Letters, Nowvemb, 1735+ p+ 378) 379: 
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or inftant of evanefcence, from what it is before 
that inftant, when it is perpetually varying, or 
after that inftant, when it is none at all; I treely 
own, that fuch an intermediate /fate may, in my 
opinion, be vepre/ented to the mind. And | appre- 
hend, I have clearly and diftin&tly fhown, how 
it may be reprefented to the mind, and conceived, 
viz. * by contemplating this proportion, not in 
the vanifhing quantities themfeives, but in other 
quantities permanent and {table, which are al- 
ways proportional to them. 

Though by confidering the entire paffage, 
from which thefe laft words are taken, as like- 
wife pag. 383, 384 of the fame difcourfe, and alfo 
what hath been faid in my /econd Letter, pag. 25, 
85, 86, I judge it to be very eafy, for an unpre- 
judiced and impartial reader, perfectly to under- 
ftand what I mean by the proportion of nafcent 
or evanefcent augments : yet to prevent all mi- 
{takes as much as poflible, I fhall here once for 
all explain myfelf in fuch a manner, as I am per- 
fuaded, this learned Gentleman will not except a- 
gaintt. 

Let A and E be two flowing quantities, and 
let a and ¢ be the refpective contemporaneous 
augments of thofe flowing quantities, which aug- 
ments let us conceive to be at firft finite, but 
gradually decreafing, and at laft vanifhing into 
nothing at the very inftant or point of time, that 
the flowing quantities arrive at the exact magni- 
tudes A and E. 

Likewife, let a and e be two finite quantities ; 
one of which may be determinate and fixed, and 
the other may vary in fuch manner, that the 
quantities @ and e fhall always be proportional to 


the 
* Republick of Letters, Novem>.1735. p» 379, 
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_ the decreafing quantities@ and ¢,fo longas @ and ¢ 
, exift, and fhall arrive at fome certain determinate 
| proportion, at the inftant oftime that thofe quan- 


' tities @ and e vanifh into nothing, and ceafe to 
> exilt ; in like manner as the finite lines Ad, Ad, 
| in the feventh Lemma, arrive at the ratioof equa- 
| lity, at the inftant of time that the decreafing 


quantities AD, AB, vanifh into nothing, by 
the coincidence of the points B and A. 


D d 











4 


Then U fay, at the point of time that 2 and e 
vanifh, the velocities with which A and E flow, 
are proportional to the finite quantities a and ¢, 
which continue and fubfift under that determinate 
proportion. 

Thus much I think, muft and will be granted 
me: And this determinate proportion of the fi- 
nite quantities a and e, is what I underftand by 
the proportion of the evanefcent augments. In 
which I apprehend, I exactly follow Sir //aac 
Newton, as will be plain to any one who com- 
pares his words, * Fluxiones, ut accurate loquar, 
fant in prima ratione augmentorum nafcentium, or, 
{| Eodem recidit, fi fumantur fluxiones in ultima ra- 

tione 
* Introduét. ad Quad. Curv. + Ibidem. 
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tione partium evane/centium, with Lemm.7, 8, 9. 
Libr. 1. Princip. 

But the point, in which I find the leaft likeli- 
hood of agreeing with this Gentleman, is the 
meaningjof the firft Lemma Libr. 1. Princip. and 
confequently of the fecond and fucceeding Lem- 
mata, which depend upon the firft, and muft be 
explained by it. 

This firft Lemma therefore, as it is of great 
confequence to the underftanding of Sir //aac 
Newton's doétrine, is what I have taken pains par- 
ticularly to explain in my * /econd Letter, and 
more fully in the — Repudlick of Letters for No- 
vember. In doth which places, I have diftin@ly 
piopoled the feveral fuppofitions made in this 
Lemma, and the conclufion, which Sir J/aac 
draws from thofe fuppofitions. That conclufion 
is, That the quantities do at laft become equal. 

I could wifh, the author of the Dz/cour/e upon 
Fluxions had been pleafed to anatomiie this Lem- 
ma, as carefully as 1 have done. This would 
have given me an opportunity of fatisfying my 
felf more clearly and perfeétly, than I can now 
do, whether the conclufion of the Lemma, as he 
tranflates it, that the quantities are ultimately e- 
gual, be, inthe fenfe he underftands that con- 
clufion in, at all different from one of the fuppo- 


fitions, viz. That the quantities approach nearer | 


than any given difference. 

If we fay this is Sir Z/zac’s conclufion, we mutt 
charge him with firft {uppofing what he would 
prove, and with proving only what he has before 
iuppofed. But this, furely, is what that Great 
Man could not be guilty of. 

Befides, his exprefs words, which are as plain, 
as diftingt, as little liable to ambiguity, as words 

can 


* Pag. 88, 89. + Pag. 370, &e. 
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can poflibly be, fiunt equales, do abfolutely fub- 
vert fuch an interpretation. Thefe words, when 
ufed by a Mathematician, can imply nothing but 
equality, mathematical, 7. e. abfolute, perfect 
equality. Thus I have always underftood, and 
always expreffed them; and I am at a lofs to find 
any good reafon, why this Gentleman, in his Re- 
ply, thould perpetually change the word egzal or 
equality, which I conftantly ufe in {peaking of the 
firtt Lemma, for coincidence and coinciding, which 
I have not once made ule of on occafion of that 
Lemma, nor indeed have any where mentioned 
above once or twice, and that only in treating of 
the fecond and feventh Lemma’s, where the word 
coincidence properly comes in. 

I need not take notice, that coincidence is fome- 
thing more than equality. Every body knows it. 
But I mutt obferve, that I am wrongfully charg- 
ed with fuppofing, * that the accuracy of the de- 
monftrations founded on this Gentleman’s own do- 
étrine does in reality depend on this coincidence, and 
that in his demonftrations that circumflance is ever 
neceffary. This is a fuppofition I have never 
thought of making. For, I freely own, thar, 
in the manner this ingenious Writer defines and 
treats of prime and ultimate ratio’s, neither coiz- 
cidence, nor equality, are at all neceflary. His de- 
monftrations are juft and accurate without them. 
But his method is, I think, fomewhat different 
from the method of Sir J/aac Newton. And if 
we will follow Sir Z/zac Newton, it feems necef- 
fary to {uppofe a perfect equality, and fometimes 
a perfect coincidence, as in the fecond and feventh 

Lemma. 
In order to make this neceffiry more manifeft- 
ly appear, it may be proper once again to exas 
mine 
© Repub, of Lett. Dec. 3735. p. 440, 441. 
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mine this firft Lemma a little more critically. For 
which purpofe I fhall here repeat the Lemma it 
felf, and fhall then fubjoin the tranflation of it, 
which this Gentleman calls a literal one, and laft- 
ly a cranflation of my own. 


LEMMA. 


Quantitates, ut (P quantitatum rationes, que ad 
equalitatem tempore quovis finito confianter tendunt, 
EF ante finem temporis illius propius ad invicem ac- 
cedunt quam pro data quavis differentia, fiunt ulti- 
mo equales. 

Thus tranflated : 


Quantities, and the ratio’s of quantities, that du- 
ving any finite time conftantly approach each other, 
and before the cnd of that time approach nearer than 
any given difference, are ultimately equal. 


I tranflate the Lemma thus. 


Quantities, as alfo ratio’s of quantities, that du- 
ving any finite time conftantly tend to equality, and 
before the end of that time approach nearer to one 
another than to bave any given difference, do at laft 
become equal. 

] forbear making any remarks upon the difre- 
rence between thefe two tranflations. But I mutt 
of neceflity beg leave to ask one queftion. What 
is the meaning of thefe words, are ultimately 
equal? 'To this { can no where find a fatisfactory 
an{wer. 

It is faid indeed, in the Difcourfe upon Fluxions 
and ultimate Ratios, that * the fixed quantity is 
CONSIDERED 45 the quantity, to which the varying 
quantity will at laft or ultimately become cqual. 
And the + limit of any ratio is here’ coNSIDERED 

as 
* Page 48. t+ Ibid. 
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as that with which the varying ratio will ultimately 
coincide. 

Alfo, in the account, or rather vindication, of 
that Di/courfe, in the Republick of Letters for 
Oétober 1735, we are told, || the genuine meaning 
of the Lemma is, That the quantities are to be 
ESTEEMED ultimately equal, and the ratio’s ulti- 
mately the fame. And yet we are affured, * Sir 
Ifaac Newton didnot mean, that any point of time 
was affignable, wherein thefe varying magnitudes 
would become attually equal, or the ratio’s really the 


| fame; but only that no difference whatever could be 


named, which they foould not pafs. 

And in the Republick of Letters for December 
laft it is affirmed, that + variable quantities, or 
ratios, and their limits, tho they do never attually 
coincide, may come within the defcription of this 
Lemma, fince the difference being once affign’d, or, 
as is faid a litale before, firft affign’d, the approach 
of thefe quantities may be fo accelerated, that in 
le/s than any given time the variable quantity, and 
its limit, foall differ by lefs than the affign’d diffe- 
vence. 

But fill T am at a lofs to conceive, how quan- 
tities, which do never ecome aftually equal, can 
by a Mathematician be confidered as equal, or 
efleemed equal, or can come within the defcription of 
a Lemma, which Lemma exprefly affirms, that 
they become equal. 

In this difficulty, I met with no other affift- 
ance, than what arifes from part of the two paf- 


| fages laft cited, That no difference whatever canbe 


nained, whith the quantities fhail not pafi; and, 


| That the difference being firft affign’d, the approach 
, of thefe quantities may be fo accelerated, that inle/s 


than 


fl Page 254. * 'P. axe. + P. 442. 
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than any given time the variable quantity, and its 
limit, foall differ by le/s than the affign’d difference. 

Things ftanding thus, it may be proper to re- 
view the Lemma, when cleared up by this, ze 
true interpretation. I think it will run to this ef- 
fect. 

Quantities, and the ratio’s of quantities, that du- 
ving any finite time conftantly approach each other, 
and before the end of that time approach nearer than 
any difference firft affigned, fhall differ by le/s than 
the affigned difference. 

And here a new difficulty arifes, as great as the 
former. For I cannot poffibly find, that the con- 
clufion contains any thing more than the fuppo- 
fition, or condition, laid down in order to come 
at that conclufion. 

Let us try therefore, if, by a careful enquiry, 
we cannot find a more genuine interpretation of 
thefe words, fiunt ultimo equales. 

The firft of thefe is fant, become; not /unt, are. 
It fignifies therefore that the quantities, or ratio’s, 
become what they were not beiore. 

The next is eguales, equal. And equal, with 
any good writer, but efpecially in the mouth of 
a Mathematician, fignifies perfectly, exactly equal, 
being without any difference. The quantities, or 
ratio’s, do therefore become perfectly equal. It 
only remains to fee when they become fo. 

This is expreffed by the word ultimo, at laf. 
And we are next to examine, what time, or what 
point of time is hereby denoted. Which will be 
eafily found by confidering the preceding words 
of the Lemma. 

For the quantities, or ratio’s, are fuppofed to 
tend conftantly to equality, during a finite time. 

Therefore their tendency to equality does not 


ceafe, during that time, they do not become per- 
fectly 
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feétly equal, during that time, i.e. defore the end 
of that time. 

Nor is their tendency to equality fuppofed to 
continue beygnd that time. Confequently, they 
cannot become equal after the end of that time. 

It follows therefore, that they become equal at 
the end of that time, at the inftant of the expi- 
ration of that time, and at no other. 

Having now fixed the meaning of the word 
ultimo in the Lemma, it will eafily be allowed me, 
that this word muft have the fame meaning inthe 
demonftration, in the words, fiant ultimo equales, 
let them become unequal at the expiration of the 
finite time. Nor can it be difputed, but that 
the word a/tima, in the expreflion ultima differen- 
tia, denotes the fame point of time; and confe- 
quently that altima differentia, the laft difference, 
fignifies the difference at the expiration of the 
given time, when the tendency to equality is en- 
tirely over. 

It may be proper alfo to obferve, that the ha- 
ving a laft difference is, in the demonftration, af- 
ferted to be contrary to the fuppofition, of the 
quantities approaching nearer together than any 
given difference. ‘This laft difference therefore ‘is 
by Sir L/aac Newton underftocd to be equivalent 
to the given difference in the Lemma. Confe- 
quently, that given difference is not adifference firft 
affigned, according to which the degree of approach 
of thofe quantities may be afterwards regulated, but 
is a difference that may be taken, after the celerity 
or degree of approach of thofe quantities is in every 
part determined. And in this cafe it is * granted 
me, that a perfect equality may be intended in 
this Lemma. 

The 


* Rep. of Lett. Dec. 1735. p. 442. 
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The indifputable explication of ultima differen- 
tia above given, fhews it to be utterly impoflible 
to apply this Lewma, or the demonftration of it, 
to the cafe of the ordinate to the Ayperbela, and 
the fame ordinate continued to the A/ymptote ; 
or to two quantities having at firft a given diffe- 
rence, and increafing by: equal additions ad infini- 
tum. If any one thinks otherwife, I fhould be 
glad to fee {uch application particularly and di- 
ftin&tly made. 

The firft Lemma being thus fully cleared up, 
we fhall thereby be:better-enabled to.enter upon 
the confideration of the fecond, where-we have 
two points to examine. 


I. In what fenfe Sir J/aac Newton defigns this 
Lemma fhould be underftood. 
II. The truth of the Lemma. 


I. That Sir Z/aac intends a perfeét equality of 
the infcribed, circumfcribed, and curvilineal fi- 
gures, appears to meinevitably demonftrable from 
the following confiderations. 

1. The fecond Lemma is deduced from the firft, 
in which, it has been already fhewn, that a per- 
fect equality: is intended. 

z. At the clofe of the demonftration of the fe- 
cond Lemma, he ufes thefe words, fiunt. ultimo 
equales, which, as we have before obferved, will 
admit of no difpute. 

3. Inthe third Lemma, which differs no other- 
wife from the fecond,: than that the breadths of 
the parallelograms are now made unequal, he 
tells us, in the firft corollary, that thefe figures 
do coincidere omni ex parte, words as {trong as can 
be ufed, to exprefs an abfolute equality. 


4. In 
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In the fourth corollary to this third Lemma, 
he affirms thefe lat figures, or the infcribed and 
circum(cribed figures in their laft form, not tobe 
rectilineal, but to be the curvilineal limits of the 
reétilineal figures; é.e. The infcribed’ and cir- 
cum{cribed figures, in their laft form, coincide 
with, or degenerate into, the curvilineal figure. 

From all thete particulars it appears to me to 
be clear as the day, thar, in this fecond Lemma, 
Sir L/faac Newton intended a perfect equality and 
exact coincidence, of the inicribed and circum- 
{cribed, with the curvilineal figure. 

But it is faid, that ** * che quantities in many 
“ of the facceeding Lemma’s, to which the firft 
“© isapplied, are {uch where the approach is de- 
*¢ termined by a fubdivifion into parts; but by 
€* this method of proceeding it is obvious, thac 
*¢ no coincidence can ever be obtained. 

And a little after, + ‘ fuppofing the coinci- 
*¢ dence could by this means ( by motion ) take 
‘6 place, it would prove that no fuch coincidence 
“¢ was ever intended by Sir //aac Newton ; fince 
“¢ had he regarded it as a neceflary circumftance, 
“ he would certainly have applied to this Lemma 
“¢ 4 method of infcribing the figure, by which 
“© fuch a coincidence might be fhown ; whereas 
“ by defcribing the parallelograms by a continu- 
‘6 al divifion, and making their bales conftantly 
“ equal, and always fome aliquot part of the 
‘¢ whole, he has neceflarily excluded the defcrip- 
“© tion of them by motion, by which means only 
“¢ it is fuppofed that this coincidence can be 
“© brought about. 

In an{wer to this, I defire it may be obferved, 
that Sir J/aac gives us two different cafes of ine 

, JANUARY 1736. F {cri- 

* Republick of Letters, Decemd. 1735. p. 442. 
Tt Wid. p. 443, 444. 
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{cribing the parallelograms. In the firft cafe 
their bafes are all equal, and this cafe is the fub- 
je& of the fecond Lemma. In the fecond cafe, 
the bafes of the parallelograms are unequal, and 
this fecoftd cafe is the fubjeé& of the third Lemma. 

Now, by confidering thefe two Lemmata to- 
gether, I think it may appear, 

1. That Sir J/aac Newton has applied to thefe 
Lemmata a method of infcribing the figure, by 
which fuch a coincidenee may be fhown. 

2. That he does not defcribe the parallelograms 
by a continual divifion, or fubdivifion into parts. 

3. That he does not make their bafes conftant- 
ly equal, and always fome aliquot part of the 
whole. 

For, 1. The method taken by Sir J/aac io in- 
fcribe the figure, is, in the firft place, to ereé& 
any number of parallelograms taken at pleafure, 
either upon equal bafes, as in the fecond Lemma, 
or unequal, as in Lemma the third. The next 
ftep he takes, is to fuppofe the bafes of the pa- 
rallelograms to be diminifhed, and their number 
to be encreafed ad infinitum. From which he 
proves, by virtue of the firft Lemma, that the fi- 
gures under confideration do at laft become equal. 

2. Sir Jfaac Newton fays not one word of cone 
tinual divifion, or fubdivifion into parts, of the 
bafe of the figure, in order to defcribe the paral- 
lelograms. And his words of diminifhing the ba- 
{es, and encreafing their number ad infinitum, cer- 
tainly are not more applicable to a continual divi- 
fion, than to leffening the bafes by a continued 
motion. But this latter method is agreeable to 
his conftant practice, and fully anfwers his pur- 
pofe, which the former will not. Equity there- 
fore requires, that his words fhould be taken in 
the latter fenfe. : 

3. As 
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3. Asin the third Lemma the bales are made 
unequal, it is plain Sir J/aac Newton does not 
make thefe bafes consraNrLy equal, nor AL- 
ways fome aliquot part of the whole. 

It does not appear therefore, that Sir //aac has 
excluded the defcription of the parallelograms by 
motion. 

Having now removed all the objections that 
have been made againft my affertion, that Sir J/2- 
ac Newton in this Lemma intended a perfect e- 
quality and coincidence, of the infcribed and cir- 
cumfcribed figures, it is time to come to the fe- 
cond head of our propofed enquiry. 


It. The truth of the Lemma, when underftood 
in the fenfe of a perfect equality and coincidence 
of the figures. 


This may be feen diftinétly and particularly 
made out in the Republick of Letters for November, 
p- 376, 3773 where it is fhown, how, by mo- 
tion, all the fuppofitions of the firft Lemma may 
be introduced into this fecond Lemma ; and con- 
fequently that the perfe& equality demonftrated 
in the firft, muft take place in this Lemma alfo. 
This equality therefore we are obliged to ac- 
knowledge, although we fhould not be able, by 
ftretch of imagination, to purfue thefe figures, 
and, as it were, to keep them in fight all the 
way, till the very point of time that they arrive 
at this equality. For a demonftrated truth muft 
be owned, though we do not perfectly fee every 
ftep by which the thing is brought about. 

It is fufficient to be affured, that the reétangle 
A B/a is the difference between the infcribed 
and circum{cribed figures, fo long as thefe figures 
are reCtilineal ; and that within a given time this 
’ F 2, rect~ 
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rectangle, or difference, will grow lefs than any 
affignable quantity. When we are certain of thus 
much, we may depend upon the firft Lemma for 
the reft, that being a truth before demonftrated. 
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It will then be only a kind of illuftration, but 
no way neceflary to proving the truth and cer- 
tainty of the Lemma in quettion, if we fay that, 
as by the motion of the point B towards A, AB 
the bafe of our rectangle muft perpetually dimi- 
nifh; fo by the arrival of B at the point A, that 
bafe, and with it the rectangle, z. e. the difference 
between the infcribed and circumfcribed figures, 
will entirely vanifh; by which means thefe two 
figures will perfeétly coincide with one another, 
and with the curvilineal figure. 
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We have therefore no occafion for the delinea- 
tion of a line lefs than any line that can be affigned. 
We acknowledge fuch delineation to be utterly 
impoffible; as likewife the conception of fuch a line, 
as an actually exifting, fixed, invariable, deter- 
minate quantity. But then, on the other hand, 
it cannot be denied, that a line conftantly dimi- 
nifhing by motion, and at laft vanifhing, muft 
neceflarily grow lefs than any line that can be af- 
figned, though we cannot fix a point of time 
when it is fo, till it is a€tually vanifhed and be- 
come nothing. 

But were it poffible to conceive, or even to 
delineate fuch a line, I do not fee it could be of 
any fervice to us upon this oecafion. 

It would not enable us to de/cribe a figure with- 
in the. curve under the fuppos’d circumftance of coin 
cidence. For a figure coinciding with the curvi- 
lineal figure cannot be within the curve. 

Nor would it help us in de/cribing the laft form 
of the infcribed or circumferibed figure; fince 
that laft form is not reétilineal, but curvilineal. -f 
He figure ultima (quoad perimetros ack.) non [unt 
vettilinee, fed rettilinearum limites curvilinet. 

The perimeter of the circumfcribed figure, fo 
long as it continues rectilineal, is indeed equal to 
the fum of the linesaA, AE: but, when that 
figure, at the inftant that the rectangle A Bia va- 
nifhes into nothing, does thereby come to coin- 
cide with the curvilineal figure, as its laft form, 
or its limit which it then arrives at; its perimeter 
is then no other than the curve itfelf. 

Some mention having been made of ahquot 
parts, it may now be neceffary to infert a remark, 
which when I drew up my laft paper, I thought 
too obvious, and indeed too trifling, confidering 

F 3 Sir 
+ Princip. Lib. I, See, 1. Lemm. 3. Coroil. 4. 
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Sit Z/aac Newton's third Lemma, to trouble the 
reader with. Suppofe the line AB, at any point 
of time, to be an aliquot part, for inftance one 
fourth, of the line AE: and let the point B 
move a very little further, towards A. Then will 
AB, and the lines equal to it, as BC, CD, De, 
be each of them a little lefs than one fourth of 
AE; and confequently, befides thefe four lines, 
there will be left, adjoining to the point E, a fifth 
line ¢E fmaller than any of the reft. But fince, 
in this cafe, the bafe A B will ftill be equal to the 
greateft breadth, as in the third Lemma, it is 
plain that the rectangle A B/a willbe greater than 
the difference between the figures; and confe- 
quently, when this rectangle vanifhes, the whole 
difference between the figures muft vanifh with 
it. | 

I am very free to own, that Sir Ifaac Newton 
does not ALWAYS confider this coincidence, or rather 
equality, af the variable quantity, or ratio and its 
ultimate, as neceffary in bis method. I have alrea- 
dy taken notice, * that, if two lines increafing 
without limit have always a given difference, their 
ratio will never be abfolutely equal to the ratio of 
equality, the a/tima ratio, or limit, to which their 
variable ratio perpetually tends, but which it ne- 
ver arrives at. I likewife readily agree, that, 
where the expreffion ultima ratia is ufed, it al- 
ways fignifies a limit, to which a variable ratio 
conftantly tends, and to which it approaches nearer 
than any given difference. But it does not always 
fignify, as in the cafe juft now mentioned, a lis 
mit which the variable ratio never arrives at. 

It has been affirmed indeed, that it cannot po/- 
fibly be fuppos'd in this place to have a fignification 
different from what it had in the firft and fubfequent 

Lemma’s. 
* Rep. of Lett. for Nov. 173§. p. 3752 381, 382. 
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Lemma’s. And if this be true, it will follow, 
that, according to Sir J/aas Newton, the ultimate 
vatio is a ratio that the variable one it is afcrib’d to 
can NEVER Coincide with. 

It is therefore neceffarily incumbent upon me 
to examine, whether the phra/fe ultima ratio, pe- 
culiar to Sir aac Newton and his Method, has 
not in this place a fignification different from what 
it had in the firft and fubfequent Lemma’s. 

In the firft place, it is agreed on both Sides, 
that in this cafe the ultimate ratio is one that the 
variable ratio cannot coincide with. Let us fee 
if it be thus in the Lemma’s. | 

In Lemma. 1 do not meet with the phrafe 
ultima vatio: 1 only find the exoreflion fiunt ulti- 
mo equales, the fenfe of which we have already 
confidered. In the fecond and third Lemmata we 
meet with the words rationes ultime, and we find 
them expounded by the clear and decifive expref- 
fions already mentioned ; fiunt ultimo equales; co- 
incidit omni ex parte; coincidit ultimo; and, figure 
ultime non funt rectilinee, fed rettilinearum limites 
curvilinei; whichevidently fhew, that ratio ultima 
has, in thefe Lemma’s, a fignification fomewhat 
different from what it bears in the cafe above re- 
cited. It always fignifies a limit: Bur, in them, 
denotes a limit which the variable ratio punétual- 
ly arrives at; and, in the other, a limit which 
the variable ratio can never arrive at. 





ARTICLE VL 


State of Learning. 
Extraé of a Letter from AMSTERDAM. — 


Either lian of Animals, nor Sophocles, are 
at all printing here, nor does any body fo 
much as talk of an Impreffion of either of them. 

The Wetfteins are going on with an Edition of 
Lucian, but fo leifurely that we cannot fo much 
as guefs when it will be finifhed. 

M. Drakembork is employed upon Livy, be- 
tween two and three hundred Sheets of it are 
printed, notwithftanding, the Work will hardly 
be compleated thefe three Years ; the Editor is 
known to the Learned by his Szlius Ltalicus. 

M. Alberti, Author of the Greek Lexicon for 
the New Teftament, in 8vo. is preparing He/ychius 
for the Prefs. As he is fenfible of the Diladvan- 
tage which Editors lye under from the Hurry and 
Importunity of Printers, he has prudently deter- 
mined to put none of his Copy into their Hands, 
till he has entirely perfected the whole. 

M. Burman has given us a new Edition of 
Grvivs’s Suetonius in Quarto, with additional 
Remarks and Annotations of his own throughout. 

The Waesberge’s are at work upon Libanius’s 
Letters in Folio: M. Wolf who is the Editor of 
them, has enrich’d this Impreffion with ware a 

thou- 
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thoufand Epiftles which have never been pub- 
lifhed. 


DIFON. 


Francis PERRIER, Deputy Solli- 

* citor General, has colleéted in two Vo- 

lumes in Folio, Arréts notables du Parlement de Di- 

jon; with Obfervations on each Particular by 

GuILLAUME Raviotr, Efq; Advocate to the 

Parliament and Council of the States of Burgun- 
dy. Sold by Arnaud Fean-Baptifte Auge. 


VIENNA. 





E, fee here, after a long Expectation, the 
firft Tome of that great Work for which 
Propofals were publifhed about three Years ago, 
entituled Notitia Huncartz Nov Hiforico- 
Geographica, divifa in Partes quatuor, guarum Pri- 
ma Hungariam Cis-Danubianam ; altera, Trans- 
Danubianam ; Zertia, Cis-Tibifcanam ; Quarta, 
Trans Tibifcanam : Univerfim XLVI. Comita- 
tibus defignatam expromit. Regionis fitus, Termi- 
nos, Montes, Campos, Fluvios, Lacus, Thermas, 
Celi folique Ingenium, Nature, Munera &§ Prodi- 
gia ; Incelas variarum Gentium, atque barum Mo- 
ves; Provinciarum Magiftratus ; Llluftres Famili- 
as; Urbes, Arces, Oppida, & Vicos prepemodum 
omnes , fingulorum preterea Ortus €f Incrementa, 
Belli Pacifque Conver fiones, €§ prefentem Habitum ; 
Fide optima, Adcuratione Summa explicat. Opus 
huc ufque defideratum, €9 in commune Utile, facra- 
tifimis Aufpiciis Caroti VI. Cefaris & Regis 
sndulgentifimi, elaboravit Martuias Bet. Ac- 
cedunt SAMUELIS Mixkovinir Mappz /ingulorum 
Commitatuum, Methodo Aftronomico-Geometrica con- 
cinnate. Folio. 1735. It is evident from the 
mere 
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mere Title-page of this Work, that nothing of | 


this Nature has ever heretofore appear’d fo come 
pleat and copious, efpecially with refpect to the 
Geography as well as civil and natural Hiftory of 
fo confiderable a Country as Hungary. The fe- 
cond Tome is now in the Prefs, and will be fi- 


nifhed very {peedily. 


LONDON: 


I. HERE have been juft publifhed here, 

Propofals for printing by Subfcription, 
the Hiftory of the Life and Times of Matthew 
Prior, Efq; during the Reigns of King William 
and Queen Mary, Queen Anne, and the firft fix 
Years of King George the Firft, Chiefly from 
his own Letters and Papers, communicated to 
the Author by feveral Perfons of Diftinétion. 


The CONDITIONS. 


I. This Hiftory will be printed with a new 
Letter, according to the Specimen annexed; on 
a fine Demy Paper; and be adorned with a fine 
Head of Mr. Prior. 

II. Ic will confitt of about ry0 Sheets; if it 
fhould be lefs, Two-pence per Sheet to be de- 
duéted ; and if more, the fame to be allowed. 

I{I1. The Price to Subfcribers will be One 
Guinea and a half; half a Guinea to be paid 
down, and the Remainder on the Delivery of the 
Work in Sheets; which will be in Michaelmas 
Term, 1736. | 

IV. Some few Copies will be printed on large 
Paper, at two Guineas and a half, one Guinea to 
be paid down. 

Sub{criptions are taken in by the Author, at 
Mr. Spragge’s, a Gold-Smith’s (the Golden- Ball) 
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at the Corner of Oxford-Chapel-Court, near Ca- 
vendifo- Square; Meffieurs Jnnys and Manby, at 
the Welt End of St. Paul’s; Mr. Go/fling, at the 
Crown and Mitre in Fleetfiveet; and Mr. King in 
W eftruinfter- Hall. 

N. B. The Subfcribers Names will be printed 
before the Work. 


Alfo, II. For printing by Subfcription, ina 
large Oéfavo, four Sermons, preach’d at St. Ada- 
ry’sy Reading, on Occafion of the Author’s Con- 
formity to the Church of Exgiand, from 1 Theff- 
v.21. In which, after fhewing the Excellency 
of the Chriftian Religion ; and the Neceflity of 
an honeft, unprejudic’d Mind, in order to form- 
ing a right Judgment in religious Matters ; an 
Account is given of the Refortnation, and the 
Church of England vindicated frorn the Afperfion 
of retaining Popifh Corruptions. The Order of 
Bifhops is proved to be of Divine Appointment, 
as deriv’d from Chrift and his Apoftles. The 
Antiquity and Ufefulnefs of a Liturgy, and the 
Excellency of ours demonftrated. The Pe 
tuity of the Sacraments in the Chriftian Church; 
Infant Baptifm; the Ufe of Sponfors ; the Crofs 
in Baptifm; Kneeling at the Commuiiion; with 
feveral other Points objected to by the iDiffenters ; 
and the Authority of the Church to enjoin things 
indifferent, are all proved from the Holy Scrip- 
tures, Excclefiaftical. Hiftorians and Fathers; the 
Teftimony of foreign Divines, and the Reafon 
and Nature of things, together with the Con- 
ceflions of the Diffenters themfelves. By Peter 
Belbin. 

The Sermons will be printed entire as they 
were deliver’d for the Satisfaction of thofe who 
heard them and defired the Publication, but wen 
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confiderable Additions to ftrengthen the feveral 
Arguments; fo that ’tis hoped this Performance 
will appear to be, tho’ a concife, yet full Vindi- 
cation of the Eftablith’d Church. 

This Work will be beautifully printed on a 
very fine Paper. To fuch as fubfcribe five Shil- 
lings, it will be deliver’d handfomely ftitch’d in 
Marble Paper. To thofe who fubfcribe Half a 
Guinea, neatly bound. And as feveral Perfons of 
Diftinétion, to encourage the Publication, have 
been pleafed to fubfcribe a Guinea, there will be 
a Number printed on Royal Paper, and finely 
bound, to be prefented to fuch Perfons. The 
whole or half the Subfcription Money, may be 
paid at the Time of fubfcribing, as Perions pleafe. 


Likewife, IN]. Propofals for printing by Sub- 
{cription the Hiftory of the ancient Germans. In 
Two Volumes, vz. Vol. I. From the firft cer- 
tain Account of thofe People inhabiting the Coun- 
try now call’d Germany, to the Foundation of the 
Monarchy of the Franks, in Gaul, Ann. 486. 
Vol. I]. From the Foundation of the Monarchy 
of the Frazks, in Gaul, to the Extinction of the 
Merovingian, and the beginning of the Carlovin- 
gian Line, Ann. 751. Written originally in High- 
German, and illuftrated with a great number of 
Notes and Quotations from ancient Authors, 
Monuments, Infcriptions, Accounts of Medals, 
Coins, and other Antiquities, which give a Light 
as well to the Roman as German Hiftory. By Dr. 
Fohn Facob Mafcou, Aulick Counfellor to the King 
of Poland, Affeffor of the Court of Juftice, and 
Senator of the City of Lespzick in Saxony. Now 
tranflated into Englifb, by Thomas Lediard, Gen- 
tleman, late Secretary to his Majefty’s Envoy 
Extraordinary in Lower Germany, 
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